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lraq's Development 


Program Advances 


Steady progress is being made by the 
Iraq Development Board in expanding 
the use of the country’s basic resources 
and in building ays healthier economy. 
The Board, established in 1950, employs 
U. S. and British technicians and works 
in close cooperation with the Point IV 
Mission in Iraq. 

The comprehensive programs of the 
Board, which are financed by 65 per- 
cent of the Iraq Government’s income 
from operations of the Iraq Petroleum 
Company and _ subsidiaries, include 
housing construction, highway improve- 
ment, irrigation and draihage, and in- 
dustrial and educational development. 

Building has begun on 13 hospitals 
throughout Iraq. In addition, 37 dis- 
pensaries, 78 houses for doctors, and a 
laboratory and dispensary for tubercu- 
losis prevention are being pushed to 
completion. Five secondary, 2 inter- 
mediate, and 66 elementary schools are 
under construction. 

Designs have been drawn up, and in 
several instances contracts assigned for 
construction of 146 miles of essential 
roads and four important systems of 
bridges. 

Two important flood-control projects 
are well under way, and engineers are 


either investigating or drafting plans’ 


for the construction of at least 10 other 
water storage and drainage projects. 

Although the development program’s 
industrial phase is only beginning, the 
utilization of waste gases from the pe- 
troleum plant. in Kirkuk are being 
studied, and consultants soon will be se- 
lected to lay plans for countrywide elec- 
trification. 

The Board also has granted 6,270,000 
Iraqi dinars (1 Iraqi dinar—US$2.80) to 
the municipalities and semigovernment- 
al institutions for the construction of 
an oil refinery at Baghdad, for pave- 
ment of the capital’s main streets, for 
improved bus service, and for expanded 
water and electrical facilities. 





West German shipowners are reported 
to believe that the tonnage of the West 
German merchant fleet, about 1.5 mil- 
lion gross tons at the end of 1952, will 
be increased by some 300,000 gross tons 
this year. Such an increase would put 
tonnage at less than half the prewar 
figure. 


Premium on Canadian 


Dollars Reduced 


The reduction in the premium on Ca- 
nadian dollars in the first quarter of 
1953 is ascribed to seasonal and other 
changes in Canada’s foreign trade plus 
the effect of the mild winter in dimin- 
ishing the flow of tourists northwest 
to Canada for winter sports. At mid- 
March the New York exchange rate 


had fallen as low as $1.015, compared 
with an average of $1.023 for February 
and $1.042 in September, the high point 
of the sustained 1952 rise. 


Exports of Canadian produce, which 
were very high in 1952, fell off sharply 
in January largely because of the sea- 
sonal decline in wheat shipments. The 
value, at C$317,266,000, compares with 
C$389,400,000 in December 1952 and 
C$324,100,000 in January 1952. The 
value of imports, at C$328,100,000, also 
declined, from C$345,100,000 in Decem- 
ber, although it remained above the 
C$307,100,000 recorded in the first 
month of 1952. 

Since prices fell during the 12-month 
interval measured in the latter com- 
parison, it appears that the January 
1953 import volume may have been sub- 


, Stantially higher than a year ago. How- 


ever, military equipment is one of the 
items of increase which makes volume 
measurement less precise. 


With the weaker exchange ate, 
there was still further slackening in 
the repatriation of Canadian securities 
by purchase from VU. S. holders during 
the quarter. There was, too, a revival 
of Canadian loan-flotations in New 
York. That market accounted for 
C$80,000,000 of corporation and provin- 
cial issues in January and February, as 
compared with C$50,000,000 in the first 
2 months of 1952.—Emb., Ottawa. 





Electric Lighting Rates 
Raised Slightly in Lima 


A moderate rise in the rates charged 
by the Lima Light and Power Co. for 
electric lighting in the Lima area has 
been authorized by the Peruvian 
Government. 


The new rates are 0.05 sol (15.88 
soles=US$1) per kilowatt-hour higher 
than the former rates, with the excep- 
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tion that the rate for monthly domesti¢ ~ 
consumption of less than 16 kilowatt- | 
hours, was raised only 0.025 sol per © 


kilowatt-hour. 





Excess stocks of alcohol are causing 
concern among the large sugar centrals 
in Venezuela: A leading producer has 


6,000,000 liters on hand, for which there | 


is no assured market, 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Big Export Drive Urged in France 


France’s balance of trade difficulties were marked in 1952 by a 
trade deficit of 413.5 billion francs (about $1.2 billion). 

It is generally believed that to reduce the balance of trade deficit, 
France must make a vigorous effort to expand its exports to foreign 
countries and endeavor to reduce production costs. 


French foreign trade traditionally 
has been in disequilibrium, with imports 
exceeding exports. Up to 1938 the 
deficit was covered by income from 
tourism, shipping, and French invest- 
ments abroad. However, after World 
War II a considerable source of income 
was lost through liquidation of French 
assets abroad, shipping became a net 
expenditure, and receipts from tourism 
shrank. 

American assistance has helped 
France cover the gap between imports 
and exports, but this aid now is de- 
creasing, and France will have to rely 
to a greater extent on its commercial 
exchanges to establish an equilibrium in 
its balance of payments. 


Contributing to the country’s diffi- 
culties is its dependence on foreign 
sources for many raw materials. Of 
the crude petroleum needs, France 
normally imports 97 percent; of cotton, 
91 percent; wool, 85 percent; jute, 100 
percent; tin, 100 percent; copper, 80 
percent; zinc, 42 percent; of natural 
rubber, 50 percent; and woodpulp, 45 
percent. If France does not succeed 
in covering a major part of its indis- 
pensable imports by exports, the entire 
economic activity of the country might 
be jeopardized. 


Import and Export Values Drop 

Table 1 gives French foreign trade 
statistics for 1952, by month, and the 
1951 totals. As a result of tighter im- 
port restrictions introduced in February 
1952, as well as lower world prices, 
the total value of imports, which in 
1951 amounted to 1,279.5 billion francs 
(about $3.7 billion), dropped to 1,231.5 
billion francs (about $3.5 billion) in 
1952, The total quantity of imports 
rose from 42,754,900 metric tons in 
1951 to 46,434,700 metric tons in 1952. 

On the other hand, despite subsidies 
to exporters, French exports to foreign 
countries declined from 936.9 billion 





francs (about $2.7 billion) and 33,402,- 
900 metric tons in 1951, to 818.1 billion 
francs (about $2.3 billion) and 30,425,- 
000 metric tons in 1952. 

Table 1 shows also that in the latter 
part of 1952 the monthly gap between 
imports and exports was considerably 
reduced. This reduction of the balance- 
of-trade deficit, however, does not rep- 
resent a real improvement in the 
foreign trade position. It was due 


Table 2.—Trade with Foreign Countries, 1951 
and 1952, by Major Commodity Groups 


{In billion francs] 





Imports Exports 
Commodity group 1951 1952 1951 1952 
eS ean Se 263.7 314.0 68.6 90.8 


Raw materials and 
semifinished products: 

For industry: 
Of industrial ori- 


Fin nS ane 343.0 347.9 388.7 328.7 
of ag 


ricultural / 
ID: Sosic hres 310.0 224.8 89.3 57.8 


For agriculture: 
Of industrial ori- 


Fin SARS 6.9 5.9 12.5 14.7 
Of agricultural 


Da ET IR 10.8 84 84 12.0 
Capital goods: 
or industry ........... 108.8 112.2 94.4 106.6 
For agriculture ...... 10.2 10.4 7.3.4 6.7 
Consumption products: 
WOUND i cindhosreseinseninaoe 28.9 24.0 62.6 55.2 


Nondurable for, hu- 
147.6 104.8 69.9 


man consumption 147.5 
a aE: 49.0 35.7 99.8 75.1 


SE IE a secczrecnianevised 1,279.5 1,231.5 936.9 818.1 


primarily to reduced imports, within 
the framework of the reduced values 
of overall commodity exchanges. 

The figures shown in tables 1-4, 
based on French official statistics, are 
taken from the French business journal 
L’Economie. 

The decline in the value of French 
exports in 1952, as indicated in table 
2, was due principally to decreased ex- 
ports of certain raw materials, in- 
dustrial semifinished goods, and non- 
durable goods for human consumption. 
This drop in exports came at the. time 


Table 1.—French Foreign Trade, 1952 




















Quantities in Values in 

Period 1,000 M.T. 1,000 France . 
Imports Exports Imports Exports Deficit 
STITT: SRE SAR a Mae DR eae) a 42,754.9 33,402.9 1,279.5 936.9 342.6 
pull 30,425.0 1,231.5 818. 413.5 
2,340.8 125.1 67.5 57.6 
2,617.9 148.1 70.5 77.6 
2,412.3 111.3 65.7 45.6 
2,516.0 114.8 67.2 47.6 
2,614.0 97.8 66.8 31.0 
2,674.0 108.9 69.6 39.3 
oes 94.2 63.6 30.6 
540.0 80.3 65.1 15.2 
2,555.0 84.1 62.8 21.3 
4,008.0 2,541.0 85.6 70.4 15.2 
SP SER Bray) ae 3,612.0 2,566.0 86.2 72.1 14.2 
December 3,916.0 2,693.0 95.0 76.6 18.3 
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when weakening domestic demand was 
already affecting French industry. 
Realizing the increasing difficulties 
of expanding exports to foreign coun- 
tries, French exporters have turned 


Table 3.—French Exports by Major Country 
of Destination, 1950 52 


{In billion francs] 














Country 1950 1951 1952 
Switzerland. ...........c00. 54.3 92.5 103.6 
United Kingdom ............... 98.7 133.6 85.2 
I ican ite Sidchmeane . 68.8 85.5 79.5 
Western Germany 84.1 69.7 78.9 
United States ........ » 43.5 37.2 54.9 
RP Cease we 27.9 35.2 37.9 
Netherlands » 37.4 39.0 28.4 

| eee ee | & 39 25.3 
Finland _....... . 6.8 13. 23.3 

ee aR RRS By SS 24.7 29.8 22.2 

Table 4.—French Imports by Major Country 
ef Origin, 1930-52 
{In billion francs] 

Country 1950 1951 1952 
United States ...................... 132.1 181.9 160.5 
Western Germany . 70.2 3 114.9 
TOUWOTE is Since 22.7 §1.7 71.0 
Benelux .............000 49.0 75.6 61.6 
United Kingdom - 89.6 57.0 60.3 
Union of South Africa .... 25.0 53.6 55.1 
po RRR RAR Ne 41.5 72.4 54.9 
bt” Fee a 26.0 34.5 52.0 
Saudi Arabia .... . 24.5 38.3 45.2 
Switzerland 28.7 32.0 37.7 





their attention to French oversea 
territories, where they enjoy certain 
preferential treatment. This trend is 
confirmed by the rise in exports to 
these destinations from 547 billion 


francs in 1951 to 598 billion francs in 
1952. 





Construction of Mexican 
Gas Plant To Begin Soon 


Gases Industriales de Aguascalientes, 
S.A., will soon begin construction of a 
butane gas plant in Aguascalientes, 
Mexico. The initial capitalization of the 
new company will be half a million 
pesos. Fifty persons will be employed 
in the plant. The Governor of Aguasca- 
lientes is reported to have donated the 
land for this plant. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Belgium-Luxembourg Trade Shows 
Deficit; Belgian Output Rises 


The foreign trade of the Belgium-Luxembourg Economic Union 
during the second half of 1952 showed a deficit of 3,744 million francs 
(1 Belgian franc=$0.02), as compared with a surplus of approximately 
the same magnitude during the first half of the year. 

For the full year 1952, however, imports and exports were nearly 


in balance: Their respective values were 
121.9 billion and 121.5 billion Belgian 
francs. The comparable figures for 1951 
were 127.2 billion and 131.5 billion. 


The December deficit of 1.8 billion 
francs was particularly large. While 
exports of 9.4 billion francs remained at 
about the average level for the latter 
half of the year, imports of 11.2 billion 
francs were significantly larger as a re- 
sult of heavy imports of cereals, com- 
mon metals, and textiles. The value of 
the textile imports increased 50 per- 
cent over November imports. 


Following the Christmas lull, indus- 
trial production in Belgium in January 
appeared to rise in all sectors of the 
economy except in steel, metal fabrica- 
tions, construction, and certain textiles. 
The woolen and synthetic. textile sec- 
tors obtained new orders. The metal- 
lurgical industry obtained orders from 
the United Kingdom, Italy, and Ger- 
many as a result of lower prices and 
faster delivery. The United States 
placed orders for light steel sheets be- 
cause of favorable prices and reduced 
freight rates. Even the long-depressed 
Belgian glass industry registered -a 
good month. 

Although unemployment during the 
first 2 weeks of January was higher 
than for the like period in 1952, an im- 
provement in weather conditions during 
the latter part of the month resulted in 
a drop in registered unemployment. To- 
tally unemployed persons numbered 
237,008 and 208,686 and partially un- 
employed, 134,383 and 89,117 for the 
weeks ended January 10 and 31, re- 
spectively. 


Coal, Steel Industries Hopeful 


The Belgian coal industry’s concern 
about the possibility of lower prices 
under the European common-market 
arrangement which became effective on 
February 10 appears mitigated by the 
subsidy provisions for high-cost Belgian 
producers during the first 5 years of 
operation of the Coal and Steel Com- 
munity. 

As part of the 5-year, 12-billion-franc 
Government program to modernize and 
reequip the Belgian coal-mining indus- 
try, the Mutual Security Agency on 


February 9 approved the release of’ 


counterpart funds totaling 1,205.7 mil- 
lion francs. These funds will be loaned 
at low interest rates to the mines by the 
quasi-governmental Societe Nationale 
pour Credit a l’Industrie. The program 


4 





is designed to increase production as 
well as productivity, 

The Belgian steel industry, which has 
the highest costs and lowest domestic 
prices in Europe, is looking forward to 
the possibilities of obtaining supplies at 
lower prices resulting from the opera- 
tion of a unified market for coal, iron, 
and scrap under the European Coal and 
Steel Community. Coal, ore, and scrap 
alone account for 70 to 75 percent of 
steel production costs. 


The heavy floods hitting the Beigian 
coast on January 30 and 31 caused 
damage estimated at $30 million, par- 
ticularly to public installations such as 
coastal dikes and roads. Damage to the 
Ostend and Antwerp ports, although 
costly, did not interfere significantly 
with their use. About 49,200 acres of 
cultivated land may have been inun- 
dated by the flood, causing undeter- 
mined damage to standing winter crops 
and later plantings.—Emb., Brussels. 





“Establishing a Business 
In France” Issued 


Up-to-date information on es- 
tablishing a business in France is 
now available to American busi- 
nessmen. 

A pamphlet, “Establishing a 
Business in France,’ which was 
last revised in August 1948, has 
been published as No. 371 (March 
1953) of the World Trade Series, 
Business Information Service. 

The 1953 revised pamphlet sum- 
marizes the laws and regulations 
applicable to the creation of new 
enterprises by both French citi- 
zens and foreigners. It also lists 
and explains the possible types of 
business organization, describes 
currency and *exchange controls, 
and summarizes the personal and 
business tax structure. 

Background information is also 
given on labor legislation and con- 
ditions and regulations in regard 
to sojourn, commercial, and work- 
er’s identification cards. 

The pamphlet may be obtained 
from the U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
or from any of its Field Offices, 
for 20 cents. 











lranian Foreign Trade 
In Favorable Balance 


An improved export market, com- 
bined with governmental restrictions on 
imports, has given Iran a favorable bal- 
ance of trade for the first time in re- 
cent years. Customs Administration 
statistics for the first 10 months of the 
Iranian year, March 22, 1952, to Janu- 
ary 20, 1953, showed an excess of ex- 
ports over imports amounting to 165 
million rials. (Official rate for trade 
statistics conversion, 32.50 rials—US$1.) 


Total imports for the period were 
valued at 4,151 million rials, and ex- 
ports at 4,336 million rials. The rela- 
tively large return from exports is at- 
tributed to excellent crops during the 
past season, especially rice, for which 
there was an exceptional demand from 
South Asian and Far Eastern countries, 
and to the stimulus of favorable ex- 
change rates. 

Trade with the Soviet Union has not 
been seriously affected by the failure 
to negotiate a formal trade agreement. 
Trade with Western Germany has 
greatly increased, and trade with Italy 
and Czechosiovakia also has- risen, 
though on a lesser scale. Trade with 
the United Kingdom has decreased ap- 
preciably. 


Government Prepares Regulations 


The Iranian Government in March 
was preparing import regulations for 
the new Iranian year that began March 
21, 1953. It*was not anticipated that 
there would any major changes in the 
regulations in force, although more 
items probably were added to the pro- 
hibited list. There was also a possibility 
of a reduction in the number of first 
category or essential imports. 

The Government also was planning 
to increase the scope of the Foreign 
Trade Corporation, a Government- 
owned company, but it was not antici- 
pated that this action would greatly 
restrict the activities of private import- 
ers in trading with countries other than 
the U.S.S.R. 

Since prospects for an oil settlement 
in the near .future had become less 
hopeful, some importers were begin- 
ning in March to place larger orders 
abroad than in the recent past, espe- 
cially with clearing countries, princi- 
pally Germany. Exchange rates con- 
tinued to move down in relation to-the 
dollar and range from 87 to 90 rials for 
1 dollar. 

Importers were proceeding with great 
caution, however. All price and cost- 
of-living indexes of the Bank Melli for 
the month December 22, 1952, to Janu- 
ary 20, 1953 (the latest month for which 
they are available) were higher by 4 
percent to 13.4 percent (the import 
goods index) than the indexes for the 
corresponding month a year ago.— 
Emb., Tehran. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Revised Customs Tariff 
Now in Effect in India 


A major revision of India’s customs 
tariff became effective on February 28 
and is to remain in effect through the 
financial year ending March 31, 1954. 


Items on which duties are reduced, 
and the new ad valorem rates are: 


Scientific and surgical instruments, appara- 
tus and appliances, prints, engravings, pic- 
tures. and works of art. 25 percent. 

Penicillin in bulk, antibiotics except non- 
bulk penicillin, sulfa drugs and vitamins ex- 
cept fish liver oil, 20 percent, having been 
reduced from 30 percent. 

Canned milk foods and patent foods for 
infants and invalids, not containing choco- 
late, 1742 percent. 


Duties are increased for some items 
as follows, in percent ad valorem: 


Cotton piecegoods, sateens, velvets, boots, 
shoes, parasols, socks and stockings of silk 
or synthetics, and fabrics containing gold 
or silver thread, 100. 

Fents, and assembled motorcars, 75. 


Biscuits, certain canned foods, _ certain 
toilet requisites and perfumery, old news- 
papers, fountain pen ink, clothing, earthen- 
ware, porcelain and sanitary ware, china 
tableware, glassware, brushes, buttons, 
hinges, bolts, locks and luggage, 66 2/3. 

Certain canned fruit juices, fruits, and 
vegetables, 65 percent. 


Nonspiritous patent or proprietary medi- 
cines, 50. 


Horses valued at over 2,000 rupees (about 
$420). 


Unset and uncut precious stones except 
emeralds. and unset pearls, formerly free 
of duty. 20. 


Other items must pay either higher 
specific or ad valorem duties, whichever 
yields the greater revenue: 


Lead pencils. 8 annas a dozen or 66 2/3 
percent ad valorem. 

Fabrics containing more than 90 percent 
of artifical silk, 100 percent or 14 annas a 
square yard. 

Fabrics containing more than 10 percent 
artificial silk and not more than 50 percent 
silk or artificial silk or both, 100 percent or 
3 rupees a pound. 

Fabrics containing at least 50 percent cot- 
ton and not more than 10 percent silk and 
10 to 90 percent artificial silk, 100 percent: or 
ll annas a square yard. 

Fabrics containing less than 50 percent cot- 
ton and not more than 10 peréent silk and 
10 to 90 percent artificial silk, 100 percent 
or 14 annas a square yard. 

Umbrellas, 100 percent or 2 rupees. 

Earthenware and porcelain tiles, 66 2/3 per- 
cent or 8 annas a square foot. 

Fabrics containing from 10 to 90 percent 

k and more than 50 percent silk or artifi- 
cial silk or both, 100 percent ad valorem plus 
3 rupees a pound. 


(16 annas, or 1 rupee—US$0.21.) 





CLOVE OIL STOCKS in Madagascar 
in January 1953 were reported as more 
than adequate. The meager year for 
cloves in 1952, when flowering was poor 
and foliage abundant, was an excellent 
one for clove oil, which is distilled from 
leaves and branches of the tree. Ex- 
porters estimated that January clove 
oil stocks were 100 metric tons. 


Recent figures prepared by the pro- 
vincial government of Tamatave give 
the total number of clove trees in 
that province as 9,000,000, 


April 6, 1953 


Egypt Raises Credit Permitted for 
Exports to Dollar, Sterling Areas 


Seventy-five percent of paymestts for Egyptian exports to the 
dollar and sterling areas may now be made in “export pounds,” or 
through nonresident export accounts, the Egyptian Government an- 


nounced on February 7. 


The new regulation is of interest to U. S. exporters, as formerly 





Changes Made in Italian 
Export Restrictions 


Italy has removed 25 items from the 
list of goods requiring export licenses, 
and added 22 new items to the list, 
by a Ministry of Foreign Trade Circular 
dated February 12. Other export re- 
strictions also have been modified. 

The deleted commodities are chiefly 
metals and machinery. Items added 
include communications, electrical, rail- 
road, and testing equipment, and 
aluminum products. 

Exportation of livestock is made sub- 
ject to a permit issued by the Ministry 
of Agriculture. 


Shipments to U. S. military organi- 
zations anywhere in the world are now 
considered as shipments to the United 
States. Consequently, such shipments 
are subject to the rules normally apply- 
ing to goods paid for in free dollars. 





Brazil Announces Products 
Entered at Official Rate 


The Brazilian list of essential com- 
modities which may be licensed for 
entry with provision for payment at the 
official exchange rate of 18.72 cruzeiros 
to the U. S. dollar includes specified 
items in the following categories: 


Fuels; essential foodstuffs; drugs; mis- 
cellaneous raw materials; fertilizers; 
agricultural machinery; electrical equip- 
ment; specified industrial, railway, avia- 
tion, and shipping equipment; cement; 
newsprint, books, and periodicals; scien- 
tific and laboratory equipment; and 
iron and steel mill products. 


Automotive vehicles and parts and 
accessories except unassembled agricul- 
tural jeeps are not included in the list 
of products importable at the official 
rate. 

The total annual value of imports 
licensed for payment at the official ex- 
change rate will be limited to approxi- 
mately 15 billion cruzeiros, as compared 
with total imports valued at more than 
37 billion cruzeiros in each of the years 
1951 and 1952, the Brazilian Minister of 
Finance stated. 





World Trade Week, May 17-23. 


only 50 percent of payments for Egyp- 
tian exports to the dollar and sterling 
areas could be financed with Egyptian 
export pounds. 


This plan is the only method per- 
mitted for payment of Egyptian imports 
from the dollar and sterling areas. Un- 
der the new arrangement 75 percent of 
the proceeds of Egyptian exports, in- 
stead of 50, may in effect be used to 
pay for imports of essential commodi- 
ties from these areas. 


The increase allowed for payment in 
export pounds of Egyptian exports will 
also encourage direct export of Egyp- 
tion products, notably cotton, to the 
dollar and sterling areas, rather than 
via third countries, and thus tend to 
improve Egypt’s dollar and sterling 
earnings. 

Formerly countries outside the dol- 
lar, sterling, and payment-agreements 
areas, notably the Netherlands and the 
Scandinavian countries, were permitted 
to pay for Egyptian cotton entirely 
through export pounds.-Some Egyptian 
cotton was thus diverted to the dollar 
and sterling areas via these third coun- 
tries, with a resulting loss of dollar and 
sterling to Egypt. 


Ordinarily export pounds are created 
by imports into Egypt, which are paid 
for by crediting the nonresident export 
account. The account is then debited 
with the value of Egyption exports un- ~ 
til the credit has been canceled out. 


Export pounds may also be created 
by exports from Egypt. In this opera- 
tion the nonresident export account is 
debited with the value of exports of 
Egyptian goods, which must be covered 
by a bank letter guaranteeing repatria- 
tion in foreign exchange after a stated 
period if in the meantime the value of 
imports into Egypt credited to the ac- 
count have not canceled the debit fully. 

(The list of essential commodities 
which may be purchased with export 
pounds may be obtained from the Near 
Eastern and African Division, Office of 
International Trade, Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C.) 





Exports of fine mechanical and op- 
tical goods from Western Germany in 
1952 reached a value of 517 million 
deutschemarks (about $123 million), 
putting Germany in first place as an ex- 
porter of this line of goods. ‘The United 
States and the United Kingdom are 
second and third, respectively, 








CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Britain Again Restricts 
Hardwood Import 


The British ban on issuance of im- 
port licenses for hardwoods emanating 
from the nonsterling area has been 
reimposed for balance - of - payment# 
reasons, the Timber Directorate in- 
formed representatives of the hardwood 
importing trade on March 3. 

Licenses have not, been issued for 
such hardwood applications received 
by the Import Licensing Branch of the 
Board of Trade since March 3. The 
position may be reviewed later in the 
year. 

Import of hardwoods from the ster- 
ling area will continue as heretofore. 
The procedure for issuing import li- 
censes for hardwoods from the dollar 


area against presentation of consump- 
tion licenses also remains unchanged. 


Excepted nonsterling countries are 
Yugoslavia, for which a trade agree- 
ment applies; Thailand, as the supply 
position of teak, that country’s chief 
hardwood export, must be maintained; 
and Japan, for which recently announced 
special arrangements continue in force. 
Finland is not an excepted country, 
nor is Brazil. 


Canadian Tariff Board Rules 
On Antifreeze Duty Case 


Antifreeze solution to qualify for free 
entry into Canada under item No. 208h 
of the customs tariff must be “pure” 
ethylene glycol. Products consisting 
mainly of ethylene glycol but containing 
other glycols do not qualify. 


This is the decision of the Canadian 
Tariff Board on March 12 in the case 
of an appeal by the Dow Chemical Co. 
of Canada, Ltd., that antifreeze being 
admitted under item No. 208h of the 
customs tariff did not conform to the 
wording of the item: “Ethylene glycol, 
when imported by manufacturers for 
use exclusively in the manufacture of 
antifreezing compounds in their own 
factories.” 

Free entry under No. 208h was bound 
to the United States under GATT and 
extended to other adhering countries. 

Imports in the first 11 months of 
1952 so far reported totaled 36,480,000 
pounds valued at C$6,194,000. 


The decision leaves to the Customs 
Administration the determination of 
the tolerable margin below absolute 
purity permissible in respect of trace 
elements of other chemicals and in re- 
spect of inherent impurities. 


Ethylene glycol for the manufacture 
of synthetic resins also enters free, 
but other ethylene glycol is dutiable at 
20 percent under tariff item No. 220a, 
chemical compounds.—Emb., Ottawa. 
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Ecuador To Get 20,000 
Chicks From U. S. 


The Ecuadoran Ministry of 
Economy in an attempt to pro- 
mote the growth of Ecuador's 
poultry industry has agreed to 
import 20,000 month-old chicks 
from the United States for the 
account of farmers. 

Farmers are to place their or- 
ders for not less than 10 female 
and 2 male chicks. It is under- 
stood that the Coastal Growers’ 
Association in Guayaquil will 
distribute the chicks. 

The delivered price was tenta- 
tively set at 9 sucres a chick (at 
the official rate of 15 sucres to 
the dollar, about US$0.60). 

The response from farmers has 
exceeded expectations. Through 
March 10 they had ordered and 
paid for 16,520 Plymouth Rock, 
Rhode Island, and Wyandotte 
chicks. 











Mexico Reaffirms Rules for 
Registration, Certification 


The Mexican certification fee for 
patent medicines and pharmaceutical 
specialties has been canceled, but fees 
for registration and periodic inspection 
of such products will continue to be 
charged, the Mexican Government has 
reaffirmed in an explanatory circular 
published March 10. 

The Mexican Revenue Law of 1953, 
effective January 1, 1953, canceled the 
certification fee. 

Registration and inspection fees were 
established by a Government decree of 
December 31, 1941. The applicable fees 
are 200 pesos per product for products 
of foreign origin except Canadian, and 
20 pesos for products of national and 
Canadian origin. 

The fees for registration and periodic 
inspection of toilet articles, foodstuffs, 
beverages, and similar products estab- 
lished by the 1941 decree also remain in 
effect. These fees are 50 pesos per prod- 
uct for products of foreign origin except 
Canadian, and 20 pesos for national and 
Canadian products. For these products 
Mexico will continue to charge the 
specified certification fees. 

(These regulations may be noted in 
Department of Commerce publication, 
“Mexico: Pharmaceutical Regulations,” 
Industrial Reference Service, vol. 3, pt. 
2, No. 8, April 1945. Footnote 3 on p. 3 
should be deleted in view of the termina- 
tion of the United States-Mexico Trade 
Agreement on December 31, 1950.) 





National Maritime Day, May 22. 


Uruguay Moves To 
Raise Wool Exports 


Uruguay has adopted three measures 
designed to stimulate exports of wool 
and wool tops. 

@ Exporters may retain 5 percent of 
the f.o.b. value of scoured and greasy 


wool shipped to the dollar area to cover 
“commissions and expenses originating 
abroad,” the Bank of the Republic an- 
nounced on January 13. This provision 
permits exporters to negotiate 5 percent 
of the foreign exchange derived from 
such exports at the free-market rate, 
currently fairly stable at about 2.76 
pesos to the dollar. A 2-percent reten- 
tion had been permitted since Septem- 
ber 1948. 


@ For the same purpose the 5-per- 
cent retention privilege was extended 
on January 28 to wool tops exported 
to the dollar area. No retention of wool 
top earnings had previously been per- 
mitted. 

These retention privileges were to be 
effective only until February 28 but 
were later extended to March 31. 


@ A mixed exchange rate for exports 
of scoured wool was provisionally estab- 
lished by a decree of February 10 
pending completion of an exchange rate 
adjustment study. The new effective 
rate of 1.602 pesos to the dollar is based 
on the conversion of 10 percent of the 
export value at the rate of 2.35 pesos 
to the dollar and 90 percent at the 
basic rate of 1.519 pesos. Formerly the 
total value of scoured wool exports was 
subject to the 1.519 rate. 


The export duty exemption accorded 
greasy and scoured wool in May 1952 
is still in effect, as is the export rate 
of 2.15 pesos to the dollar established 
for exports of wool tops at that time. 
Greasy wool continues to move at the 
basic 1.519 rate. 





France Exempts CSC Items 
From Duties and Taxes 


France has exempted from duties and 
its statistical and customs control tax 
certain imports from and exports to 
member countries of the European Coal 
and Steel Community, according to a 
notice published in the Journal Officiel 
and effective February 10. 

Products exempted are: 


Iron ore; 
manganiferous iron ores, or ores with 
more than 20 percent of manganese, 
and natural dioxide; coal and anthra- 
cite; metallurgic coke and semicoke, 
except coke obtained in gasworks and 
coke for electrodes; agglomerates of 
coal, in briquets, balls, etc.; lignites; 
iron and steel scrap and waste and 
refuse of iron and steel wares, not in- 
cluding scrap of pig iron and special 
steels. 


(More Controls on Page 18) 
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Foreign Trade Group 


Studies U. S. Methods 


Eight foreign representatives of a 
New York exporter of electronic equip- 
ment have been brought to the United 
States for a tour of 20 national indus- 
tries in 18 cities. 


Objective of the tour, which is called 
“Observatour,” is to acquaint the foreign 


‘ representatives, firsthand, with the mer- 


chandising methods employed by the 
manufacturers whose products. they 
handle abroad. Sales lectures and train- 
ing are being given by the manufac- 
turers’ own personnel at the various 
plant locations. 


The group comprising Observatour in- 
cludes Mario R. Aguilar, Mexico, D.F.; 
Nathan Blomhof, Ets. N. Blomhof, and 
Anthony Forani, Brussels; Leopoldo 
Brandt, Mauricio Brandt Soc. Resp., 
Ltda., Buenos Aires; J. Augusto Ger- 
linger, Sao Paulo; Angel Mokuvos, 
Mauricio Brandt y Cia., Montevideo; 
Guillermo Lucas Royo, Habana; and 
Andres Lara Saenz, Madrid. 


After starting its tour in New York, 
the group left that city on March 23 to 
visit Springfield (Mass.), Boston, and 
Rochester (N. Y.). Other cities included 
in the itinerary are Chicago, Cedar 
Rapids, St. Louis, Indianapolis, Colum- 
bus (Ohio), Cleveland, and St. Mary’s 
(Pa.). 





Egypt Invites Bids for 
Power Equipment 


Bids are invited until June 16 by 
the Ministry of Public Works, Cairo, 
Egypt, for the supply and erection of 
the necessary equipment for power 
distribution, ventilation, and lighting 
installation of Plant No. 63 (near Hel- 
wan, Cairo), as well as the transformer 
substations, and the high-tension cable 
feeders. 

A copy of the bidding conditions 
and specifications may be obtained for 
review purposes on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence’ Division, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 


. 25, D. C. It is reported that copies of 


the conditions of tender and specifi- 
cations will be on sale at the Egyptian 
Embassy, 2310 Decatur Place NW., 
Washington, D. C., and at the Egyptain 
Consulates at 29 East 69th St., New 
York 21, N. Y., and 414 Russ Bidg., 
235 Montgomery St., San Francisco 4, 
Calif. 

Bids should be addressed to the Di- 
rector General, Mechanical and Elec- 
trical Department, Ministry of roe 
Works, Cairo, Egypt. 





The exchange rate for the Indonesian 
rupiah is 11.40=US$1 and not as shown 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, March 
30, 1953, page 6. 
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Thailand Wants Bids 
For Creosote Oil 


The Government of Thailand is in- 
viting bids until May 7 for the supply 
and delivery of 725 tons of creosote oil, 
and any quality is acceptable provided it 
is suitable for soaking railway sleepers. 

The chemical analysis of each quality, 
however, must be in accordance with 
the United States or the British Inter- 
national Pharmacopeia Association, or 
with the technical specifications of the 
State Railways of Thailand, as follows: 

e@ The creosote shall be a pure dis- 
tillate of coal-gas tar or coke-oven tar. 

@ It shall not contain more than 
1 to 3 percent water. 


@ It shall not contain more than 0.5 
percent of matter insoluble in benzol. 


@ The specific gravity of the creosote 
at 38°C. compared with water at 15.5°C. 
shall not be-less than 1.02 to 1.06. 


@ The distillate, on a water-free basis, 
shall be within the following limits—up 
to 210°C. not more than 1 to 5 percent; 
up to 235°C. not more than 10 to 25 
percent; up to 335°C. not less than 65 
percent. 

@ The creosote shall yield not more 
than 2 percent of coke residue. 


Price quotations can be either per 
unit kilogram or per unit ton, and c.i.f. 
Bangkok. 

A copy of the bidding conditions and 
specifications is available for review 
purposes on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. In- 
terested American manufacturers may 
obtain these tender conditions and spec- 
ifications. (Tender No. 96067) from the 
Stores Division, State Railways of 
Thailand, Bangkok, Thailand. 


Netherlands Offers To 
Assist U. S. Traders 


« 

The Bureau Voor Handelsinlichtingen 
(Commercial Intelligence Office), in 
Amsterdam, offers its services to Amer- 
ican businessmen interested in Nether- 
lands trade. 


The function of the. Bureau is to 
stimulate exports and imports, and it 
publishes trade inquiries, free of charge, 
in Buvoha Mededelingen, a semimonthly 
bulletin with a 5,000 circulation. The 
bulletin is distributed to industrial and 
commercial firms in the Netherlands. 


The Bureau also publishes annually 
‘the Buvoha Trade Letter, which is 
distributed throughout the world and 
contains addresses of Netherlands firms 
looking for new trade contacts aboad. 

American firms desiring a free copy 
of the Buvoha Trade Letter may ad- 
dress their request to the Bureau Voor 
Handelsinlichtingen, Oudebrugsteeg 16, 
Amsterdam-C,, Netherlands, 





India Asks U. S. Capital 
For Rock-Wool Industry 


U. S. capital investment and technical 
know-how are sought for the establish- 
ment of a new industry to manufacture 
rock-wool insulation in India. 


Studies concerning the feasibility of 
such an industry have been conducted by 
the Shri Ram Institute for Industrial 
Research in Delhi, which in connection 
with an investigation to determine the 
possibilities of utilizing industrial waste 
materials, has developed an adaptation 
of established processes for the manu- 
facture of rock wool from blast-furnace 
slag, sugar factory filter press muds, 
and calciferous wastes of chemical in- 
dustries. 


For the past 3 years, the Institute re- 
portedly has been producing rock wool 
in a pilot plant of its own design and 
construction, supplying the product to 
a number of Indiah Government and 
private consumers to test the market. 
For puxposes of commercial exploitation, 
the Institute is willing to turn this 
project over to a private manufacturer 
at a nominal royalty. The project is 
said to be favorably regarded by the 
Indian Government, which reportedly 
would approve in principle the partici- 
pation of foreign capital provided the 


foreign investor can contribute techni- 
cal assistance. 


Present plans envisage establishment . 
of a plant having a production capacity 
of 400 tons of rock wool annually, neces- 
sitating an investment of approximately 
US$100,000, including land, buildings, 
machinery, and working capital. Present 
market potentials for rock wool are es- 
timated at 400 tons annually. Informed 
sources believe, however, that over a 
period of 5 to 10 years the market in 
India and surrounding countries can ex- 
pand rapidly to the level where in- 
stallation of a modern plant having an 
output of several tons of rock wool per 
hour would be justified. 

A rough indication of the extent of 
the market in India already developed 
for’ products of this type is given by 
Indian imports of asbestos, certain as- 
bestos manufactures, rock wool, and 
other mineral insulating materials. 


Such imports, chiefly asbestos, ex- 
ceeded 13,000,000 pounds valued at 
$1,200,000 in 1951, and were more than 
11,000,000 pounds, valued at $1,400,000, 
in 1952. 

A detailed prospectus on the project, 
prepared by the Institute, is available 
for review purposes on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. Further particulars may be 
obtained by corresponding with Dr. Dar- 
avalla, Director of the Shri Ram Insti- 
tute for Industrial Research, Delhi, 
India. 


z 
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Brazil Seeks Capital 
For New Industry 


U. S. capital participation in the de- 
velopment of a patented Brazilian proc- 
ess for production of cellulose from 
the banana tree is invited by the owner 
of the process, Companhia Brasileira de 
Patentes de Celulose. 

The process, known as Brazilian Pol- 
pex process, has beén or is being pat- 
ented in all countries where the banana 
tree is cultivated, as well as in the 
United States and England, reports the 
director of the company. Exclusive 
manufacturing rights to the process in 
Brazil reportedly will be given to 
Companhia de Celulose Banex, a subsi- 
diary of ‘the firm owning the patent. 

The director states that he has avail- 
able technical data on production, utili- 
zation ef raw materials, costs, and other 
pertinent details. He claims the follow- 
ing principal advantages for the estab- 
lishment in Brazil of a plant utilizing 
the Brazilian Polpex process: 

@ Proximity of large banana planta- 
tions to major cellulose-consuming cen- 
ters of Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo. 

@ Mechanical and labor costs of pro- 
ducing cellulose from banana ‘stalks are 
approximately $12 per ton. 

@ An installation constructed in Bra- 
zil to produce 24 tons of cellulose in 24 


Thailand in Market for 
Round Mild-Steel Bars 


The Irrigation Department of the 
Ministry of Agriculture in Bangkok, 
Thailand, is inviting bids until April 
17 for the supply and delivery of various 
sizes of round mild-steel bars. 

An English translation of the bidding 
conditions and specifications is avail- 
able from the Commercial Intellingence 
Division, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Bid forms 
and further detailed information may 
be obtained from the Irrigation De- 
partment, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Bangkok, Thailand, 








New Foreign Purchasing 
Agency List Issued 


The list of Foreign Government 

Purchasing Agencies in the United 
States, compiled by the U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, has been 
revised. 
a Copies of the current list are 
obtainable, at 10 cents each, from 
the Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
from any of the Department’s 
Field Offices. 











hours would cost an estimated $200,000 
and could be completed in less than a 
year. Machinery for the plant can be 
made locally. 

@ Noncellulose materials are detached 
from banana stalks without use of heat 
or pressure, since the stalks contain a 
very small percentage of lignin and are 
free from resins. The cellulose is ex- 
tracted by the use of a solution contain- 
ing 5 percent sodium carbonate and re- 
quires neither sulfite nor caustic soda. 


@ Transportation costs to processing 
center are small. The stalks can be 
compressed on the banana plantation, 
and only the bagasse containing approx- 
imately 80 percent cellulose is trans- 
ported. 

@ The banana tree reproduces by it- 
self, thus insuring a constant source of 
raw material. ; 

@ Stalks and leaves of the banana 
tree are cut after it bears fruit, or after 
it has already rendered a profit. 

Firms desiring further information 
should correspond with Dr. Alcides de 
Barros e Vasconellos, Companhia Bra- 
siliera de Patentes de Celulose, Rua 
Rosario 129, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 


Equipment of Interest to 
Burmese Mission Listed 


A list of equipment requirements of 
the Government of Burma, in connec- 
tion with which a purchasing mission 
is visiting the United States in April 
(see World Trade Leads section, For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, March 23 and 
30) is available from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division of the U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, in Washington, 
D.-C., or from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. 

The list includes diesel locomotives 
and other railroad equipment, marine 
transport equipment for inland water- 
ways, irrigation and _ water-control 
equipment, agricultural machinery, and 
road-construction equipment. 

In addition, the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division has for review purposes a 
single set of specifications cotering each 
of the following: Steel oil flats and 
class “S” launches for inland water 
transport; diesel electric locomotives; 
various equipment for use on meter- 
gage railroads, including bogie timber 
trucks for hauling lumber, all-steel 
passenger coaches, and box cars; solid 
rolled steel wheels for railroad equip- 
ment; and rails, fish plates, and fish 
bolts and nuts. These specifications may 
also be seen at the Embassy of Burma, 
2228 Massachusetts Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

The Embassy of Burma would like 
to receive manufacturers’ quotations 
prior to the purchasing mission’s ar- 
rival in Washington on April 20. Offers 
should state prices c.if. Rangoon, 
probable dates of delivery, terms of 
payment, and period during which 
prices remain firm, 








LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 








Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs. price lists. or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol (*), 
from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, U. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, - 


In the United States 


Machinery: 

Canada—Vivian Diesels & Munitions, 
Ltd. (Vivian Engine Works, Ltd.), 
(manufacturer), 1660 Station Street, 
Vancouver, B. C., offers for production 
under license in the United States, gaso- 
line or diesel engines and medium or 
heavy equipment, such as pumps, ma- 
chine tools, and construction equipment. 
Illustrated literature available.* 


Netherlands—Stamicarbon N.V. (ac- 
quires and exploits patents, inventions, 
and working methods in the field of pit 
coal and pit coal derivatives), 2 van der 
Maesenstraat, Heerlen, offers its patent 
and know-how to an American firm for 
the manufacture under license in the 
United States of coal-washing machines. 
Firm states that D.S.M. (Dutch State 
Mines) processes for coal are dense 
medium processes, using a suspension of 
solid particles (shale, baryte, or mag- 
netite) in°water as a heavy liquid. It 
claims that the processes are very ef- 
ficient, one of the main characteristics 
being the use of hydrocyclones as a 
thickener and/or separator for slack 
size coal, thus replacing the gravita- 
tional by centrifugal forces. Papers con- 
cerning the application of hydrocyclones 
available.* 


In Foreign Countries 


Metal Products: 

Belgium—tTravail Mecanique de la 
Tole, S.A. (manufacturer, exporter), 
Boulevard de la II Armee Britannique, 
Brussels, wishes to manufacture under 
U. S. license in Belgium all types of 
products made of steel sheets. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
——— price dists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Aerial Ropeways: 

England — Edward W. Goodenough, 
Ltd. (engineer and consultant), 12 
Nicholson Street, Blackfriars Road, Lon- 
don, S.E. 1, offers its services as consult- 
ing engineer in design, construction, and 
installation of aerial ropeways. 
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Alcoholic Beverages: 

Denmark — A. Wales (export mer- 
chant), 96 Vester Voldgade, Copenhagen 
V, offers to export direct or through 
agent 50 million to 60 million bottles of 
export beer. 


Germany — Lueneburger Kronenbra- 
uerei A.G. (manufacturer and export 
merchant), 39 Heiligengeiststrasse, 
Lueneburg, offers to export direct or 
through agent high-quality bottled beer, 
packed in cartons or boxes, quantity ac- 
cording to order. 


Artware (Silver): 

Italy — Argenterie d’Arte di Luigi 
Carozzi & C. (manufacturer, exporter), 
14 Via Dante, Milan, offers to ex- 
port direct handmade, sterling silver 
(925/°°) flower vases, chandeliers, de- 
canters, jewelry boxes, sugar contain- 
ers, picture frames, plates, hors 
doeuvre sets, coffee and tea sets, and 
cocktail, champagne, and bar sets. 


Brushes: 

Germany—Rustein-Pinselfabrik K.G. 
(manufacturer, exporter), Ravensburg, 
Wuerttemberg, offers to export direct 
or through agent each month 1,000 
dozen paint brushes. Independent qual- 
ity inspection available through Fach- 
verband der Pinselindustrie, Fuerth, 
Germany. 


Electrical Equipment: 

Austria—Ing. Richard Fonovits, 
Kommandigesellschaft (manu facturer, 
exporter), 17 Ranftlgasse, Vienna XVII, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
each month 5,000 thermostats, 2,000 re- 
lays, and 200 switches. The Austrian 
firm has developed a midget-size ther- 
mostat, claimed to be the “world’s 
smallest thermostat,” of which illus- 
trated description is available.* 


Factory Equipment: 

Belgium—Jules Balsaux (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 2 Avenue des Deportes, 
Fontaine I'Eveque, offers for sale com- 
plete nail-factory equipment, as firm is 
closing out its business. 


Fish Oils: 

Norway—ulrik -Olsen A/S (manu- 
faeturer and exporter), Kristiansund N., 
offers to export direct: Fish-liver oils for 
industrial use; fish-liver oils for veteri- 
nary use; and 50 tons of medicinal cod- 
liver oil for immediate shipment, 100 
tons monthly thereafter, produced ac- 
cording to U.S.P. with minimum 850/85 
US.P. units, vitamins A and D per gram 
of oil, or higher potencies. 

Quality inspection of cod-liver oil be- 
fore shipment by a representative of the 
official Norwegian State Cod Liver Oil 
Control, who draws samples and seals 
the drums, sending the -samples to a 
State laboratory for inspection. Price 
quotation c.iff. U. S. east coast ports 
available for item 3 only.* 


Food Products: , 

Denmark—A. Wales (export mer- 
chant), 96 Vester Voldgade, Copenhagen 
V., offers to export direct or through 
agent annually 6,000 long tons of brew- 
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Haita Requests Inquiries 
From U. S. Importers 


The Haifa Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry reportedly 
wishes to contact U. S. importers 
of preserved natural plants, leaves, 
and flowers for ornamental pur- 
poses, such as bouquets and 
wreaths. 

Correspondence should be ad- 
dressed to the General Secretary, 
Haifa Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, P. O. Box 176, Haifa, 
Israel. . 











ers’ and bakers’ malt, grade according 
to buyer’s requirements, and each month 
100 tons of malt extract and 300 tons 
of malt flour. 


France — Confiseries Fulga-Societe 
Lipha (manufacturer, exporter), 47 
Chemin Feuillat, Lyon, offers to export 
direct cough drops, including green mint, 
tangerine and mint, and violet-flavored 
sugar-coated gum cones. Samples avail- 
able.* 

Switzerland — L. Golay-Guignard 
(manufacturer), 78 Grand rue, Le Sen- 
tier, Vaud, offers to export direct or 
through agent each month 220 pounds 
of bouillon fats, spices, puddings, and 
powders. Quality inspection by the Can- 
tonal Chemist at Lausanne, Vaud, at 
seller’s expense. 

Union of South Africa—African Prod- 
ucts Manufacturing Co., Ltd., (importer, 
exporter, wholesaler, manufacturer), In- 
dustrial Sites (East), Germiston, Trans- 
vaal, offers to export direct glucose, 
starches, and corn flour. 


Forest Products: 

Denmark—Gotth, Olsen & Co., A/S 
(Ltd.), (timber agent and exporter), 
7 Ellegaardsvaenge, Gentofte, offers to 
export direct or through agent first- 
class veneers and squares for the manu- 
facture of furniture, together with beech 
and oak boules (sawn flitches). 

Kitchen Equipment: 

Austria — “Celus” Ofen-und Herd- 
fabrik Jos. Schaller (manufacturer), 21 
Rotensterngasse, Vienna II, offers to ex- 
port direct cooking stoves and ranges 
(solid fuel, gas, and combination gas 
and coal and electric and coal types). 


France—Ateliers de la Hautée-Gar- 
onne (M. Auriol & Cie.), (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, and retailer of tube-bending 
machinery, sledge hammers, etc.), 16-18 
rue Notre-Dame, Toulouse, Haute-Gar- 
onne, offers for sale the patents rights 
for a tube-bending machine or tube- 
bender, sold under the trade name of 
L’UNIQUE 1950, reportedly equipped 
with new features, such as a mechanical 
jack, precision dies, and an independent 
coupler. Alternatively, firm wishes to 
contact American firms which may pre- 
fer to enter into a working agreement or 
a licensing arrangement for the produc- 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


tion in France of the tube-benders. Cor- 
respondence in French preferred. De- 
scriptive literature (in French) availa- 
ble.* : 


Germany—Maschinenfabrik Fahr AG. 
(manufacturer, exporter), Gottmadingen, 
Kreis Konstanz a. Bodensee, offers to 
export direct or through regional agent 
(excluding Portland; Oreg.), buying on 
own account, agricultural machines, in- 
cluding two-wheel tractors, grass scat- 
terers, hay tedders, hay and grain rakes, 
reapers, sheaf carriers, and fallen-crop 
harvesting attachments. Independent 
quality inspection available at Gottmad- 
ingen plant. 


Pipes and Pipelines: 

Germany—Gebrueder Boehling (man- 
ufacturer and processor), 118 Gross- 
mannstrasse, Hamburg 27, offers to ex- 
port direct up to 200 tons of high-grade 
pipes and pipelines of any type and dia- 
meter for temperatures up to 500° C., 
suitable for oil and gasoline bunker 
stations. 


Post Cards (Novelty): 

Denmark — Rudolf Olsen’s Kunstfor- 
lag (manufacturer), 14 Sturlasgade, 
Copenhagen S., offers to export direct 
or through regional agents in New York, 
Chicago, San Francisco, and New Or- 
leans, novelty picture post cards of 
animals, designed with “rolling eyes.” 
Samples available.* 


Prefabricated Constructions: 

Denmark—C, A. Wallenborg & Son, 
Ltd. (engineer and constructor), 22 Ad- 
miralgade, Copenhagen K., offers to ex- 
port direct prefabricated houses, hospi- 
tals, hangars, and military buildings of 
any type. Inspection available in Copen- 
hagen at seller’s cost. 


Rubber Products: 

France — Societe d’Exploitation des 
Etablissements Baudou (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, and exporter), Les Eglisot- 
tes, Gironde, offers to export direct 
good-quality rubber tires (cellular-type, 
puncture-proof, light-duty), suitable for 
agricultural vehicles, hand trucks, and 
wheelbarrows, and men’s and women’s 
molded rubber boots for sports, work, 
and industrial uses. Also, French firm 
may be interested in general agency for 
France for American rubber articles of 
a non-competitive nature and in enter- 
ing into a working agreement or licens- 
ing arrangement for the manufacture in 
France of noncompetitive rubber goods. 
Correspondence in French preferred. Set 


of illustrated leaflets (in French) avail- 
able.* 


Construction Equipment: 

Belgium — QUINCA —Fernand Man- 
gon (manufacturer, importer), 160 rue 
Theodore Verhaegen, Brussels, wishes 
to purchase direct builders’ materials 
and equipment. Correspondence in 
French preferred. . | 


Forest Products: 

Union of South Africa—African For- 
ests & Industries (Pty.), Ltd. (importer, 
retailer, exporter, wholesaler, and man- 
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ufacturer), P. O. Box 8473, Johannes- 
burg, wishes to purchase direct pitch- 
pine timber. 

Household Equipment: 

Belgium — QUINCA—Fernand Man- 
gon (manufacturer, importer), 160 rue 


Theodore Verhaegen, Brussels, wishes 
to purchase direct household equipment. 


Machinery: 

Germany — Spadenlaender Obstver- 
wertungs-Industrie Julius O. A. Mer- 
tens K. G. (manufacturer), Haus 58 
Brockel Kries Rotenburg, Hannover, 
wishes to purchase direct 5 to 10 lemon- 
and orange-peeling machines. 


Turkey—Koc Ticaret T.A:S. (import- 
er, retailer, wholesaler), Koc Hani, Ulus 
Meydani, Ankara, wishes to purchase 
direct machinery and equipment for 
striking metal coins and printing post- 
age stamps, revenue stamps, and similar 
products. It is understood that this 
equipment is for the Turkish Ministry 
of Finance. Correspondence should be 
addressed to Mr. Behcat Osmanagaozo- 
lu. 


Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 


Metals: 

Italy — Fratelli 'Tanara-Metalli (im- 
porter and processor of nonferrous met- 
al scrap), 221 Viale Suzzani, Milan, 
wishes to purchase direct nonferrous 
metals and scrap. 


Precision Instruments: 

France — Societe Anonyme de Con- 
structions Electro-Macaniqnes L.M.B. 
(exporter, wholesaler, and manufacturer 
of electric motors), 17 rue du Profes- 
seur-Calmettes, Brive-la-Gaillarde, Cor- 
reze, wishes to purchase direct or obtain 
agency for excellent quality precision 
stroboscopes. Firm is interested in re- 
ceiving descriptive literature. Corres- 
pondence in French preferred. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Advertising: 

Italy—Cav. Luigi Maeri (advertis- 
ing agency), 63 Corso Sempione, Milan, 
wishes to act as representative for an 
American advertising firm in Italy. 


Air-Conditioning Equipment: 

El Salvador—Thoresen & Cia. (man- 
ufacturer’s agent for construction ma- 
terials and general merchandise), 
Apartado 267, San Salvador, wishes to 
obtain agency ffor air-conditioning 
equipment suitable for public buildings. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 

Electrical Equipment: 

Netherlands — Ingenieursbureau 
“E.W.I.” Electrotechnisch Werktuigkin- 
dig Ingenieursbureau (importing distri- 
butor, commission merchant), 314 Mid- 
denweg, Amsterdam, wishes to obtain 











agency for high-and low-tension switch 
gears. 


Forest Products: 


Treland—T. J. O’Shaughnessy (manu- 
facturer’s representative and importer), 
Charleville, Dalkey, Co. Dublin, wishes 
to act as representative for American 
shippers of softwoods and hardwoods. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 


Foundry Equipment: 


Canada—E. G. Macnutt & Co. (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), 3500 Ridgewood 
Rdad, Montreal 26, P. Q., wishes to ob- 
tain agency for foundry equipment and 
supplies. 


Machinery: 

Canada—-E. G. Macnutt & Co. (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), 3500 Ridgewood 
Road, Montreal 26, P. Q., wishes to ob- 
tain agency for paper-mill machinery 
and supplies. 

Canada — Planex (Canada) Reg’d. 
(manufacturer’s agent), 1440 St. Cath- 
erine Street West, Montreal, P. Q., 
wishes to obtain agency for metalwork- 
ing machinery, including lathes, grind- 
ers, and milling, drilling, and plate- 
working machines. 

Union of South Africa — The Steel 
Construction (Pty.), Ltd. (manufact- 
urer of all-steel transport bodies), 17- 
19 Rogers Street, Selby, Johannesburg, 
wishes to obtain agency for hoists. 


Materials Handling Equipment: 

Canada—E. G. Macnutt & Co. (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), 3500 Ridgewood 
Road, Montreal 26, P. Q., wishes to ob- 
tain agency for materials handling 
equipment. 


Metals and Related Elements: 

Canada—E. G. Macnutt & Co. (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), 3500 Ridgewood 
Road, Montreal 26, P. Q., wishes to ob- 
tain agency for steel. 


Canada — Planex (Canada) Reg’d. 
(manufacturer’s agent), 1440 St. Cath- 
erine Street West, Montreal, P. Q., 
wishes to obtain agency for ferro-tung- 
sten and silicons. 


Railroad Supplies: 

Canada—E. G. Macnutt & Co. (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), 3500 Ridgewood 
Road, Montreal 26, P. Q., wishes to ob- 
tain agency for railroad supplies. 

Shipping: 

Egypt—Gamal El Din Leheta & Co. 
(importer, exporter, and potential ship- 
ping agent), Safieh Zaghloul and Amer- 
ica Sfreets, Port Said, wishes to act as 
representative for American shipping 
lines or agents having vessels calling 
or passing through the Suez Canal. Al- 
ternatively, Egyptian firm seeks U. S. 
agent to obtain contracts in its behalf 
from American shipping lines or agents 
requiring service in the Suez Canal 
area. Firm reportedly owns lighters, 
barges, and searchlights. 


Textiles: 
Canada—Peter J. Frost (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 4663 Clark Street, Mont- 


real 14, Quebec, wishes to obtain agency 
for tie silks and fabrics and all kinds 
of dress materials. 

Wax Products: 

Mexico — Abastecedora Abarrotera, 
S.A. (food broker), San Jeronimo 90, 
Mexico, D. F., wishes to obtain agenc? 
for semirefined white paraffin, suitable 
for candles. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Germany—Richard Talbot, represent- 
ing Waggonfabrik Talbot (exporter, 
manufacturer), 213-237 Juelicherstrasse, 
Aathen, is interested in railway truck 


factories and requests technical infor- 
mation on the production of railway 
rolling stock. Scheduled to arrive April 
9, via New York, for a visit of 6 weeks, 
U. S. address: c/o Mr. Henry Samton, 
Miltenberg & Samton, 110 East 42d 
Street, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
Bethlehem, Eddystone, and Wilkes- 
Barre (Pa.), New York, and Chicago, 


Italy—Enore Deotto, gepresenting E. 
Lagomarsino (importer, retailer, whole- 
saler, manufacturer, sales agent), 21 
Piazza Duomo, Milan, is interested in 
purchasing office machines and equip- 
ment and obtaining new agency connec- 
tions with U. S. manufacturers. Mr. De- 
otto is now in the United States for a 
visit of 2 months. U. S. address: c/o 
Hotel Waldorf Astoria, 50th and Park 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Dayton (Ohio), Detroit, 
Syracuse, and Endicott (N. Y.) and 
Hartford and Stamford (Conn.). 


Japan—Kojiro Nakamura, represent- 
ing the Shizuoka Shinbun (newspaper), 
No. 91 4-chome, Magarigane, Shizuoka- 
ken, is interested in U. S. press room 
operations and purchasing a printing 
press. Scheduled to arrive April 5, via 
Los Angeles, for a visit of 1 month. In 
the absence of-a U. S. address, corre- 
spondence should be directed to the 
visitor’s firm in Japan. Itinerary: Sac- 
ramento, Los Angeles, Chicago, Buffalo, 
and New York. 

World Trade Directory Report not ap- 
plicable, 


Spain — Jaime Morera-Cubells (im- 
porter, exporter, manufacturer), Carre- 
tera de Rubi 168, Tarrasa (Barcelona), 
is interested in visiting textile mills, 
particularly processors of wool, re- 
claimed wool, and synthetics, as well as 
inspecting plants manufacturing textile 
machinery. Scheduled to arrive March 
31, via New York, for a visit of 1 month, 
U. S. address: c/o Hugo Loewenthal, 232 
Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Boston, and Phila- 
delphia. 


(More Trade Leads on Page 13) 
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British Consumption of Canadian Petrochemical Industry 
May Face Marketing Problems 


The rapid expansion of the petrochemical industry has been one of 
many important industrial developments in Canada during the past 2 


Leaf Tobacco Lower 


Consumption of tobacco in the United 
Kingdom in 1952 totaled approximately 
282 million pounds, slightly under con- 
sumption in the preceding year of 289 
million pounds, but considerably more 
than the 276 million pound average used 
in 1947-51, according to trade sources, 
as reported to the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. 


Of the tobacco used, the United 
States furnished 52 percent in 1952 com- 
pared with 54 percent in 1951, and 66 
percent of the 1947-51 average. 


British trade decreased in 1952 com- 
pared with 1951. Imports of unmanu- 
factured tobacco, stripped and unstrip- 
ped, declined by 37 percent, and exports 
of manufactured tobacco products (ex- 
cluding snuff) by 8 percent. 


Imports of unmanufactured tobacco 
in 1952 amounted to 305,805,000 pounds, 
of which 249,164,000 pounds were un- 
stripped and 56,641,000 pounds were 
stripped, as reported in Trade and Navi- 
gation of the United Kingdom, Decem- 
ber 1952. Imports in 1951 totaled 354,- 
878,000 pounds, 306,646,000 pounds un- 
stripped and 48,232,000 pounds stripped. 


The United States continued to be 
the chief source of supply of unmanu- 
factured tobacco in 1952, furnishing 66,- 
840,000 pounds, most of it unstripped, 
but this amount was less than a third 
of the 212,005,000 pounds supplied by 
the United States in 1951, and less than 
half of the 143,440,000 pounds furnished 
in 1950. 

The second source of supply was 
Southern Rhodesia—a sterling area— 
which furnished 58,445,000 pounds of 
unmanufdttured tobacco in 1952, com- 
pared with 50,403,000 pounds in 1951 
and 61,075,000 pounds in 1950. Other 
important sources wefe India, Canada, 
Nyasaland, the Netherlands, Greece, and 
Turkey. 

British exports of unmanufactured to- 
bacco in 1952 totaled 11,813,000 pounds 
compared with 6,998,000 pounds in the 
year before; and 4,294,000 pounds in 
1950. Exports of manufactured tobacco 
products, mostly cigarettes, amounted 
to 47,475,000 pounds in 1952, to 51,- 
371,000 pounds in 1951, and to 43,487,- 
000 pounds in 1950, 


U. K. Plant Makes Soil Builder 


Commercial production of one of the 
new soil conditioners has been under- 
taken by a plant at Newport, United 
Kingdom. Distribution to wholesale sup- 
pliers was scheduled to begin in 
February. 

The product differs from that made 
in preliminary trials .but is considered 
more suitable for British use at this 
time, 
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years. 


Availability of the raw materials, petroleum and natural gas, and 
Canada’s increasing need for chemicals for defense and civilian use led: 


to the inauguration in 1951 of an ex- 
pansion program in this branch of the 
chemical industry. 


Ten new plants, started since the 
latter part of 1951, are either already 
in operation or are scheduled for com- 
pletion in 1953, In addition, facilities 
have been added by two chemical com- 
panies which have been operating in 
Sarnia, Ontario, for a number of years 
—the Dow Chemical Co. of Canada, 
which began ethylene production in 
1952, and Polymer Corporation, which 
produces synthetic rubber. 


Range of Chemicals Expanded 


Under this new expansion program 
three chemicals will be, produced in 
Canada for the first time. Polyethylene 
will be produced by the $13 million 
plant of Canadian Industries, Ltd. at 
Edmonton, Alberta, scheduled for com- 
pletion in October and two nylon inter- 
mediates, adipic acid and hexamethy- 
lene diamine, will be produced by the 
same company in its $25 million plant 
at Maitland, Ontario, also scheduled 
for completion late in 1953. 

The $54 million plant of the Canadian 
Chemical Co. at Edmonton will produce 
basic chemicals and acetate flake for 
rayon fibers. Plants operated by the 
Shell Oil Co. and the Royalite Oil Co., 
both completed in 1952 and both lo- 
cated in Alberta, are producing ele- 
mental sulfur from hydrogen sulfide. A 
plant being constructed by the Sherritt 
Gordon Mines, Ltd., at Fort Saskatche- 
wan, Alberta, will produce ammonia gas 
and ammonium sulfate. 

A $2 million plant of Cabot Carbon 
of Canada, Ltd., Sarnia, Ontario, sched- 
uled for completion in June, will pro- 
duce carbon black from liquid hydro- 
carbon. Three new plants located in 
Montreal and operated by Dominion 
Tar & Chemical, Ltd., B. A. Shawinigan, 
Ltd., and Shell Oil Co. of Canada, Ltd., 
will produce basic chemicals. 

In expanding this branch of the chem- 
ical industry, Canada is following the 
recent trend in the United States. Some 
of the new petrochemical enterprises in 
Canada are being established by sub- 
sidiary companies of American corpora- 
tions, and the processes being used 
probably were developed in the United 
States, 

Capacity May Exceed Demand 

In Canadian chemical circles and in 

the local press much attention has been 





given to the likelihood that capacity in 
Canada’s new petrochemical plants will, 
for many items, be in excess of potential 
markets, both in Canada and elsewhere. 

The outlook has become less favorable 
for Canadian producers because many 
petrochemical items which were in 
short supply in the United States a 
year or more ago are now being freely 
offered in Canada by United States 
producers. Acetone, formaldehyde, pen- 
taerythritol, and ethylene glycol are 
among the items for which there is, or 
will be, excess capacity. The chemical 
industry reportedly favors the raising 
of Canadian tariffs on chemicals as a 
means of ‘protecting the industry 
against imports. A tariff change already 
has been effected by reclassification of 
ethylene glycol for antifreeze. 

The location of five new plants in 
western Canada, far from principal 
consuming centers in eastern Canada, 
has caused some concern. Although 
some migration of processing industries 
to the west is expected marketing diffi-’ 
culties for the western producers are 
foreseen with respect to many products, 
particularly the cheaper basic chemi- 
cals, because of high transportation 
cost. 

It has been suggested by the Cana- 
dian press that, so long as high tariff 
rates are retained in the United States, 
it might be advisable for the petro- 
chemical plants in western Canada to 
limit their production to chemicals in 
the high-price group, such as polyethy- 
lene, cellulose yarn, and pentaerythritol. 





Copper-Zinc-Lead Group 
Of IMC Acts To Dissolve 


Members of the Copper-Zinc-Lead 
Committee of the International Ma- 
terials Conference have agreed to the 
dissolution of the Committee on March 
31, 1953. 

The Copper-Zinc-Lead Committee, 
which was the first of the commodity 
groups to be established within the 
framework .of the IMC, met for the 
first time on February 26, 1951. 

The following countries were repre- 
sented on the Committee: Australia, 
Belgium (representing Benelux), Can- 
ada, Chile, France, the Federal Repub- 
lic of Germany, Italy, Mexico, Norway, 


Peru, the United Kingdom and the 
United States. 
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Belgium Makes Plans To Establish 
More Automobile Assembly Plants 


Belgium plans to promote domestic automobile assembly by cut- 
ting imports of wholly assembled motor vehicles, with only limited 


exceptions, as of January 1, 1954. 


Various foreign automobile makers are understood to be consider- 
ing the use of assembly lines in Belgium. 


The Minerva Company (Societe Nou- 
velle des Automobiles Minerva) is plan- 
ning to @énter the scene again as a 
Belgian automobile producer. A spokes- 
man for the firm states that since early 
in January 1953, it has obtained the 
rights to assemble certain of the British 
Armstrong Siddley cars. This will be 
done at its plant at Mortsel, Antwerp, 
which is stated to haye 500 workers. 


The company is working on_plans for 
producing a new Minerva front-wheel- 
drive automobile; it has the rights to a 
chassis and to two models of motors. 
The motors are of four cyclinders each; 
one is water cooled and the other air 
cooled of 1,250 cc. and 1,500 cc., re- 
spectively. 

Between 1905 and 1938 the Minerva 
Company and its predecessors produced 
the Minerva and Imperia makes. The 
company has been reorganized since 
1951 and has been assembling the Brit- 
ish Land Rover for the Belgian army. 

The number of motor vehicles in 
operation in Belgium on January 1, 
1953, was estimated at 348,100 pas- 
senger cars, 169,900 trucks and buses, 
and 190,000 motorcycles, About 30 per- 
cent of the passenger cars are U. S. 
makes, 

Sales in 1952 included 60,300 passen- 
ger cars and 16,000 trucks, compared 
with 58,750 passenger cars and 15,295 
trucks and buses in 1951. 

Though U. S. cars have been dis- 
placed by European cars in new-car 
purchases each year, U. S. vehicles 
have held up percentagewise in overall 
registrations. This is attributed to the 
longer unit life of U. S. cars as com- 
pared with that of the smaller, lighter 
European competitors. 

The outstanding feature of sales of 
European cars in recent years has been 
the loss, percentagewise, of the French 
and British share of the market and 
the gain made by German cars. 

Belgian imports in 1952, with figures 
for 1951 in parentheses, are estimated 
at 39,942 (36,414) unassembled and 
31,384 (28,705) assembled passenger 
cars; 13,674 (10,617) unassembled and 
6,843 (5,890) assembled trucks and 
buses. 

The leading suppliers of passenger 
cars in 1952 were as follows: United 
States, 23,958 (23,950 in 1951) unas- 
sembled and 614 (1,048) assembled; 
United Kingdom, 7,230 (3,425) unas- 
sembled and 7,339 (7,618) assembled; 
France, 7,950 (9,039) unassembled and 
3,536 (2,450) assembled; Italy, 72 (0) 
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unassembled and 1,041 (1,048) assem- 
bled: Germany 552 (0) unassembled and 
17,938 (14,866) assembled; Czecho- 
slovakia, 498 (1,017) assembled; and 
U.S.S.R., 418 (547) assembled. 

The United States supplied 10,290 
(7,244) unassembled and 180 (5) as- 
sembled trucks and buses. 





Mozambique Cement Output 
Adequate for Domestic Use 


Increased construction activity in 
Mozambique in the immediate postwar 
years, has resulted in considerable ex- 
pansion of the local cement industry to 
meet domestic requirements. 

Mozambique’s cement factory at Ma- 
tola, in the vicinity of Lourenco Mar- 
ques, was overhauled and reinforced, 
and a new cement factory commenced 
production in June 1951 at Dondo, about 
10 miles from Beira. These two factories 
are considered adequate to meet the 
local requirements, excess production 
being earmarked for export. 

Cement output in recent years (1950 
latest official figures) has increased as 
follows: 


Metric tons 





The Companhia de Cimentos de Mo- 
cambique established the new cement 
factory at Dondo, with an initial capaci- 
ty of 60,000 tons of cement a year. Po- 
tential capacity of this factory is de- 
scribed as several times its initial ca- 
pacity. t 

If and when a cement shortage occurs 
in Mozambique, imports may be per- 
mitted. White portland cement is free 
of control, and gray cement may be 
imported only in the regions to the 
north of Beira, under normal conditions. 





Canadian Consumption of 
Naval Stores Declines 


Consumption and prices of naval 
stores in Canada were considerably 
lower in 1952 than in 1951. The United 
States continued to be virtually the 
sole supplier. 

Although wholesalers hesitate to 
make definite predictions, certain trade 
sources believe that sales of some types 
of naval stores will increase in 1953, 


Argentine Exports of 
Hides Up 30 Percent 


Argentine hide exports in 1952 were 
about 30 percent above exports in the 
preceding year but were considerably 
below the 1950 level. Dried and salted 
calfskin and cattle-hide exports were 
higher than in 1951 but lower than in 
1950; salted and dried horsehides de- 
clined, as they have for several years. 

Total exports in 1952 comprised 
4,784,341 salted arid 970,140 dried cattle 
hides, 147,603 salted and 84,455 dried 
horsehides, and 2,718,921 salted and 
572,135 dried calfskins. 

The Netherlands, taking approxi- 
mately one-fifth of all ~hide and skin 
exports, was the leading market; and 
the United Kingdom ranked second. 
Other important buyers were Czecho- 
slovakia, Germany, Finland, Spain, . 
Sweden, and France. Exports to the 
United States were insignificant. 

Cattle slaughter in Argentina picked 
up sufficiently during the last quarter 
of 1952 to bring the year’s slaughter 
above that of 1951. Central Frigorificos 
Meat Factories and National Slaughter- 
house in the last quarter slaughtered 
945,400 cattle, bringing the 1952 total 
to 4,173,100 head, as compared with 
3,818,800 slaughtered in 1951. 





Italy's Deciduous Fruit 
Output Advances Notably 


Italian production of deciduous fruits, 
particularly apples, pears, and peaches, 
has increased notably during the past 
4 years. Increases in the three crops 
during this 4-year period, compared 
with crops in 1936-39, amounted to 250 
percent, 80 percent, and 30 percent, re- 
spectively. ° 

The reasons for this development are 
said to be increased plantings, improved 
methods of cultivation, and greater 
availability and use of insecticides and 
fertilizers. * 


Domestic use of fruit has always 
been restricted largely to consumption 
of fresh fruit in season, but the existing 
surpluses have led growers and dealers 
to study the possibilities of developing 
the fruit-processing industry. 

Although export sales to~several 
Western European countries have been 
lively, present production rates may 
make it necessary for Italian growers 
to seek additional foreign outlets. Ital- 
ian dealers in apples have expressed a 
keen interest in selling the U. S. market 
and have stressed the greatly improved 
quality of recent apple crops.—Emb., 
Rome, 





Plans for construction of a polysty- 
rene plant in Austria have been post- 
poned because of a shortage of funds 
and technical difficulties. 
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British To Assemble Paramount 


Arrangements are being made for 
assembling the Paramount 10-hp. car at 
Linsdale, Buckinghamshire, England, by 
a company whose directors include two 
officials of Camden Motors, Ltd. A few 
units of the car, introduced in 1950, 
were built at Burton-en-Trent, Stafford- 
shire, by Paramount Cars (Derbyshire), 
Ltd. 


The specification of this four-seat 
roadster includes a 10-hp. Ford engine 
and three-speed gearbox unit, Salisbury 
hypoid bevel rear axle, Alford and 
Alder independent front-wheel suspen- 
sion by a transverse leaf spring, Girling 
brakes, and a straightforward tubular 
chassis frame. 


The retail price is £625 (£1—US$2.80) 
plus purchase tax. 


New Transmission Patented 


A patent for a revolutionary kind of 
motor transmission for automobiles re- 
cently was granted by the Israeli 
Government. 


The invention provides for the supply 
of power to the rear wheels of the 
vehicle. by the use of a hydraulic pump 
to carry the oil through tubes to small 
hydraulic motors attached to the rear 
wheels. The resulting pressure would 
drive the wheels forward. 

By regulating the direction of the flow 
of the fluid through the differential 
turbines, the car could be put in reverse. 
By cutting off the supply of fluid, the 
hydraulic pressure against the speed 
bands would bring the car to a full stop. 

The inventor states that the parts 
needed to make this engine could 
easily be made in Israel. 





Fertilizer Use Rises in France 


Steady progress hag been made in 
France toward meeting the goals estab- 
lished by the Monnet Plan for greater 
production and consumption of fertil- 
izers, although the rate was slowed 
down in 1952 and is far beléw the goals. 

A substantial increase in the use of 
plant foods is considered the most im- 
portant means of obtaining higher crop 
yields, and the program will continue 
to emphasize extension training and 
demonstration work. 


Indian Fertilizer on Order 


The Sindri fertilizer factory, India, 
had orders in February 1953 for 60,000 
long tons of ammonium sulfate, which 
were expected to relieve the unfavorable 
situation arising. from accumulation of 
stocks, the Indian press reports. The 
tea industry accounted for 40,000 tons 
of these orders. 

Other steps are being taken to clear 
stocks, and statewide distribution is 
planned. 


Mexican Firm Produces Bismuth . 


All bismuth produced in Mexico comes 
from one smelting and refining company. 
Another plant recovers lead-bismuth 
dross but sends the material to the 
refining company, which-* upgrades it 
into bismuth lead bars, with a bismuth 
content up to 95 percent. 

Production of bismuth bullion totaled 
120 metric tons (bismuth content) in 
the first 6 months of 1952, compared 
with 275 tons in the year 1951. 


Tunisia Exports Phosphate Rock 


Tunisia exported 1,752,800 metric tons 
of phosphate rock in 1952. Italy, the 
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principal purchaser, took 402,472 tons; 
and France took 344,173 tons. The 
United Kingdom, Spain, and Germany 
ranked next. 

Exports of hyperphosphate (finely 
ground phosphate rock) amounted to 
98,300 tons and went principally to 


Brazil, New Zealand, Finland, Indo- 
china, and Chile. 


NAVAL STORES 





Demand Good: for French Rosin 


-Foreign demand for French rosin was 
good in the fourth quarter of 1952 and 
continues active. Exporters have re- 
ceived orders and inquiries from Brazil, 
United Kingdom, Germany, Italy, and 
the Netherlands. 


A leading producer in Bordeaux con- 
siders Brazil, Italy, and Uruguay among 
the principal potential purchasers. Ex- 
ports of turpentine were negligible in 
1952. , 


Stocks Limit Portuguese Output 


Little improvement is expected in 
1953 over the recession conditions which 
characterized the Portuguese naval- 
stores industry in 1952, official sources 
state. It is believed that the consider- 
able carryover of stocks will limit pro- 
duction to current levels. 

Producers are cautious because of 
marketing difficulties which developed 
after heavy gum-collection campaigns in 
1950 and 1951, the subsequent drop in 
prices, and a sharp decline in exports. 

Trade and Government representa- 
tives do not consider the outlook favor- 
able for increased exports. It is the 
consensus that they will approximate 
the low 1952 figire, unless there is 
renewed heavy purchasing abroad of 
industrial raw materials. 
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The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has recently published the 
following trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. The price is 
$1 a list for each country. 


Aircraft and Aeronautical Supply and 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Japan. 

Architects, Builders, Contractors, and 
Engineers—Spain. 

Architects, Builders, Contractors, and 
Engineers-——Sweden. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Peru. 


Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Bolivia, 


April 6, 1953 


Curio, Novelty and Handicraft Man- 
ufacturers and Exporters—Cuba. 

Curio, Novelty, and Artware Manu- 
facturers, Dealers, and Exporters— 
Thailand. 

Dental-Supply Houses—Bolivia. 

Department Stores—Chile. 

Department Stores—Costa Rica. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Lebanon. 

Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters—Bolivia. 

Furniture Manufacturers — United 
Kingdom. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Hong Kong. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Pakistan. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Portugal. 

‘Hospitals—Cuba. 

Hospitals—Jamaica, B.W.I. 

Instrument (Professional and Scien- 
tific) Importers and Dealers — Guate- 
mala. 

Instrument (Professional and Scien- 
tific) Importers and Dealers—Iraq. 


Leather-Goods Manufacturers and Ex- 
porters—Netherlands. 

Livestock Dealers, Breeders, Produc- 
ers, Importers, and Exporters—Ecuador. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
porters and Dealers—Uruguay. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Manufacturers—Norway. 

Mung-Bean Exporters—Burma. 

Mung-Bean Exporters—Iraq. 

Office Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters dnd Dealers—Colombia. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, and Re- 
finers—Bolivia. é 

Petroleum Industry—Canada. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Bolivia. 

Physicians and Surgeons—N.W.I. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Philippines. 

Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters—Ireland. 

Tobacco and Tobacco-Product Import- 
ers, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 


Netherlands. 


Well-Drilling Contractors—Peru, 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





1958 Dates 

Mar. 4-Apr. 17..... Tmdia........0....scersecerseree ingien, Railways Exhibition, New 

Mar. 14-May 14....Netherlands............. International Flower Show ‘‘Flora 
1953,’’ Heemstede. 


Mar. 21-Apr. 2..... France......,............-nternational Photography & Mov- 
ing Picture Exhibition, Paris. 


Mar. 26-Apr. 6......Union of S. Africa. Rand Easter Show, Johannesburg. 


Apr. 4-12................ United States......... International Motor Sports Show, 
New York. 


International Agricultural Machin- 
ery Exhibition, Toulouse. 


Apr. 7-12.............. France 








ADP. 9-19... ..ccrce0--- GETMADY....cececeocersveee! German Handicraft Fair, Munich. 

Apr. 19-19.............Denmark...............International Commercial Fair, 
Copenhagen. 

Apr. 11-20............ > vee knternational Trade Fair, Lyons. 

Apr. Switzerland.............8wiss Industries Fair, Basel. 

Apr. cavsesenseres LEBLY......-ccccceceereeeeseeeee dnternational Trade Fair, Milan. 

Apr. eS Annual Radio Component Show, 
London. 

Apr. 18-May 3...... France..........«0....-..4nternational Trade Fair, Lille. 

Apr. 19-22..........;:... GETMANDY........0.ccss0e0e Frankfurt Fur Fair, Frankfurt. 

Apr. 22-May 3...... Ttaly.......:....-.cccscecssesess International Motor Show, Turin. 





Apr. 23-May 2...... Netherlands............. Thirty-second International Auto- 
mobile Exhibition (Commercial 
Vehicles), Amsterdam. 

ee dMternational Textile & Fashion 
Exposition, Turin. 


Apr. 24-May 10....Italy.................... 


Apr. 25-May 3......Germany...........00000 International Confectionery Fair, 
e Dusseldorf. 
pr. 25-May 10.... Belgium.................... International Trade Fair, Liege. 
Apr. 25-May 10....Belgium..................... International Industries~Fair, 
Brussels. 


Apr. 25-May 14*.. Italy.........................International Handicraft Exhibi- 


tion, Florence. 


Apr. 26-May 65......Germany................... Heavy Industries Fair (Interna- 
tional), Hannover. 

Apr. 27-May 2'..... Netherlands............. International Agricultural Fair, 
Utrecht. 

Apr. 27-May 8...... England.................... British Industries Fair, London & 
Birmingham. 

Apr. 30-May 10....Austria...................... oo ~~sa Trade Fair (Spfing), 

raz. 
Apr. 30-Oct. 11.....Germany................... International Horticultural Exhi- 


bition, Hamburg. 





May 1-15. Spain... “cee Samples Fair, Va- 
encia. 

May 8-17................. GeTMany.......ccs-00-0. International Poster Exhibition, 
Karlsruhe. 

My 8-22.occcccneee Ttaly.........scscereoeeosereee Lnternational Trade Fair, Bologna. 

May 9-25.......c00..+-+ France...................nternational Trade Fair, Paris. 

May 11-16............... United States.......... National Restaurant Exposition, 
Chicago, Ill. 

May 11-16............... England.............0000+ — Industries Exhibition, Lon- 
on. 

’ May 11-16...............Canada..............kastern Canada Better Home 


Builders’ Show, Montreal. 
May 14-23............... United States..........International Petroleum Exposi- 
tion, Tulsa. 


May 15-23............- Netherlands............Spring Fashion Week, Amsterdam. 
May 16-25..............Sweden....:................8wedish Industries Fair, Goteborg. 
May 18-22............... United States.......... Materials Handling Exposition, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
May 22-June 7..... Belgium.....................ndustrial and Commercial Fair, 


Antwerp. 
* May 23-June 10'..Spain..........4......0.00- International Agricultural and 
Animal Husbandry Fair, Madrid. 
May 25-28.............. United States.......... Annual Office Machinery & Equip- 
ment Exposition, Boston, Mass. 
May 25-June 10'. Italy... ......:............-... International Sample Fair, Palermo, 
May 29-June 29... TUrkey......eccccecvessserses Istanbul Exposifion, Istanbul. 
May 30-June 7'.... Austria................00+- wee nin: pa Trade Fair, Inns- 
ruck/ 


May 30-June 14... French Moroceo... international Trade Fair, Casa- 
anca. 





May 31-June 7.....GerMany..........00+-00+ .Western German Agricultural 
Fair, Cologne. 
Jung 1-12 Canada Canadian International Trade 
Fair, Toronto. 
June 1-15............ senna ~~ aaneee Trade Fair, Barce- 
ona. 
June 1-Aug. 31.....8. Rhodesia............. Central African Rhodes Centenary 


Exhibition, Bulawayo. 


June 6-21..............._Italy.... International T'rade Fair, Padua. 











June 7-22. France International Trade Fair, Bof- 
bi deaux. 
June 8-18..............England.............+ — Plastics Exhibition, Lon- 
on. 
June 9-11. United States.........Second International Aviation 


Trade Show, New York, N. Y. 





See footnotes at end of table. 
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1953 Dates 

Tune 10-25.......00020. England.................Antique Dealers’ Fair, London. 

June 15-19.............. United States.......... First Exposition of Basic Mate- 
rials for Industry, New York. 

June 16-26 England... Fortieth National Business Effi- 
ciency Exhibition, London. 

June 18-29 France Chemical & Laboratory Equipment 

‘es and Industrial Control Apparatus 

Exhibition, Paris. 

June 19-30.............JNetherlands............. International Dairy Equipment 
Fair, Utrecht. 

June 20-Oct. 11.....Germany.......s000 International Exposition of Com- 
=e - "aaa 4 (Transportation), 

unich. 


June 22-27'............ United States.......... Exhibit Convention of the Railway 
Supply Manufacturers Associa- 
tion. Atlantic City. 

June 24-28"........... .United States..........San Francisco World Trade Fair, 
San Francisco. 

June 25-July 12...Free Territory 

of Trieste............ International Sample Fair, Trieste. 


June 26-July 5.....FPrance........cccccccscsseeee- International Aeronautical Exposi- 


tion, Paris. 
June 27-Oct. 31....Italy International Agricultural Exposi- 


tion, Rome. 








June 29-July 3.....Netherlands............. International Footwear & Leather 
Show, Utrecht. 

June 30-July 11...England....................Second British Instrument Indus- 
tries Exhibition, London. 

July 11-26.............. mmariies ames ~~ ana Frade Fair, Luxem- 

ourg. 

July 16-Aug. 17...Israel...................... ‘Conquest of the Desert’? Exhibi- 
tion, Jerusalem. 

July 31-Aug. 9..... AUStria......... css Reger and Industries Fair, Dorn- 

irn. 

July 31-Sept. 3..... Indonesia.................. Indonesian National Exhibition, 
Djakarta. 

Aug.-Sept.*.......... Union of S. Africa.Industrial Exhibition, Pretoria. 

Ra Austria......................The Carinthia Fair, Klagenfurt. 

AUB. 9-2B.........c0c0000- United States.......... Washington State Far East Trade 
Fair, Seattle. 

Aug. 17-25"............ Australia..................National Agricultural and Indus- 
trial Exhibition, Brisbane. 

Aug. 20-Sept. 20.. Turkey. .........cccecees- International Trade Fair, Izmir. 

Aug. 22-@6...........4 GerMany......ccccocceeeeeee German Watch and Jeweiry Spe- 


cialty Fair, Frankfurt-am-Main. 
Aug. 22-Sept. 6....Sweden................0.. St. Erik’s Fair (International), 
Stockholm. 
Aug. 27-Sept. 6....French.Equa- 
torial Africa....... Trade Fair, Brazzaville. 


Aug. 29-Sept. 6....Switzerland.............. Swiss Radio and Television Ex- 
hibition, Zurich. 
Aug. 29-Sept. 6....Germany.............+0.. German Radio and Television Ex- 


hibition, Dusseldorf. 
Aug. 30-Sept. 9...East Germany......... Leipzig Trade Fair, Leipzig. 


Sept. 1-10..........000-- Netherlands............. International Industries Fair, 
Utrecht. 
Sept. 1-12. England. Twentieth Radio and Television 





Exhibition, London. 

Bast. 287.<...0. Eingland.........-cserseee- The Engineering, Marine & Weld- 
ing Exhibition and the Chemical 
Plant Exhibition, Olympia, Lon- 


don. 

Sept. 4-13.............BelQium.........scsseseses Third International European Ex- 
hibition of Machine Tools, Brus- 
sels. 

Sept. 5-20. ....ccedeccec ll FACE. .0<cecccccscccceersoeee International Trade Fair, Stras- 
bourg. 

Sept. 5-23.........00. Ttally.............csseee dnternational Levant Fair, Bari. 

Sept. 6-10............... German y........0...++ es ~" Setaee Trade Fair, Frank- 
urt. 

Sept. 6-13...........0.. ITE, cscciticiinrniictstons International Trade Fair, Vienna. 

Sept. Germany..... ..._Lnternational Trade Fair, Cologne. 





Sept. GQrOCCE...ccseresnias 


wee Lnternational Trade Fair, Salonika, 













Sept. 12-20. Sweden. Swedish Industries Fair (Inter- 
national), Goteborg. 

Sept. 12-25'........... stint niatinesiatiegiaied International Preserved Foods and 
Packaging Exhibition, Parma. 

Sept. 12-27............. Switzerland.............. National Autumn Fair, Lausanne. 

Sept. ..Llnternational Trade Fair, Ghent. 

Sept. ..International Trade Fair, Zagreb. 

Sept. 12-28 ....2 ue FPPAMCC...,.ecccccssssesessenes International Trade Fair, Mar- 
seille. 

Sept. 19-28. Belgium ».International Food & Housekeep- 
ing Exhibition, Charleroi. 

Sept. 20-30"............ Ttaly............ccseseeee National Dairy Fair, Lodi. 

Sept. 21-25.......... ... United States..........National Instrument Conference & 
Exhibit, Chicago, Ill. 

Sept. 24-29............ Germany.......c-0 ....Frankfurt Book Fair, Frankfurt- 
am-Main. 


Sept. 26-Oct. 4.....Austria. 





International Trade Fair (Fall), 
Graz. 
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DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 





lran Devises Mine 
Development Plan 


The mineral resources of Iran are 
divided into three categories by a new 
mining law passed on December 24, 
1952, designed to accelerate develop- 
ment of the country’s minerals. 

Government-owned quarries and 
mines, the first two categories, may be 
developed by the Government itself or 
the right of exploitation may be ceded 
to individuals or firms. 

Petroleum and byproducts and ma- 
terials used in the production of atomic 
energy, in the third category, are to 
be developed exclusively by the Gov- 
ernment. 

The Ministry of National Economy 
is to be primarily responsible for im- 
plementation of the new law and is- 
suance of licenses for survey and de- 
velopment rights. General supervision 
and control will be under the High 
Council of Mines. 


Copies of the law are available from 
the Near Eastern and African Division, 
Office of International Trade, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C.—Emb., Tehran. 





CERTAIN CHEMICAL RAW MATE. 
RIALS were produced in South Africa 
in the first 9 months of 1952, in short 
tons (figures for the corresponding per- 
iod of 1951, in parentheses) as follows: 
Barytes, 1,453 (1,549); bismuth, 299 
(498); fluorspar, 5,141 (9,454); pyrites, 
25,065 (27,843); phosphates, 76,870 
(65,488); salt, 111,637 (98,253); and na- 
tural soda ash, 107,530 (80,578). 





The Swiss limitation on copper and 
copper-base alloys for certain essential 
end uses, put into effect by an emer- 


- gency decree of April 1951, has been in- 


definitely suspended. 


The suspension was effected by a 
Swiss Federal Council decree of Decem- 
ber 15, 1952. 


Colombia Makes Extensive Changes 
In Its System of Levying Taxes 


Colombian income, patrimony, and excess profits taxes have been 
extensively modified by both decree law No. 3222 of, December 31, 1952, 
and decree No. 270 of February 6, 1953. 


Decree law No. 3222 pertains to late income tax filings and makes 
provisions with regard to submission of late returns. 





FirmObtains Guaranty 
On French Investment 


International Water Corporation of 


Pittsburgh has obtained a U. S. Gov- 
ernment guaranty of currency converti- 
bility to protect an investment in 
France of water, well-drilling equipment 
and the licensing of techniques and 
processes. 

This business venture by International 
Water Corporation is intended to pro- 
mote the development of large-scale 
water supplies for municipalities and in- 
dustries in France, and thus to con- 
tribute to the essential needs of the 
country. The equipment and methods 
also may be used in other countries of 
Western Europe. 


The U. S. guaranty, issued by the 
Mutual Security Agency under its In- 
vestment Guaranties Program, insures 
the American corporation of being able 
to convert into dollars up to $51,000 in 
French france receipts from these new 
investments. 

The well-drilling equipment, valued at 
$12,000, will be invested by International 
in Societe Francaise de Forages Layne 
France, in which International has held 
51 percent stock ownership or control. 
The remainder of the common stock is 
owned or controlled by a French com- 
pany, the Societe Lyonnaise des Eaux 
et de |’Eclairage. 

The processes to be licensed to the 
French company are developments of 
Layne & Bowler, Inc. of Memphis, an 
affiliate of International Water. 


The principal provisions of decree No. 
270 are as follows: 

Certain surcharges are abolished, 
Among these are: 


@ The 35-percent surcharge on the 
amounts computed for the basic income, 
patrimony, and excess profits taxes, 
levied by article 18 of law No. 45 of 
1942. 


@ The 20-percent surcharge on the 
amount computed for the excess profits 


tax, as levied by extraordinary decree 
No. 1361 of 1942, 


@ The i1-percent surcharge on the 
amount computed for the basic income 
tax, as provided for under legislative 
decree No. 4051 of 1949. 


The housing tax, at a 5-percent rate, 
originally established for financing low- 
cost housing projeets and later made 
payable at the option of the taxpayer 
by the purchase of bonds of the Paz de 
Rio National Steel Co. and the Institute 
of Territorial Credit, is reduced to 2% 
percent, the taxpayer to retain the right 
to opt in favor of purchase of National 
Steel Co. bonds for the amount of the 
tax. 

Although these surcharges were abol- 
ished, the schedule of rates for the three 
taxes comprising the income tax are 
increased within the following limits: 

@ Basic income tax rates now range 
progressively from 1 percent on the first 
2,000 pesos of net taxable income to 
32 percent on that part of net taxable 
income in excess of 5,000,000 pesos. 

@ Patrimony tax rates range from 
0.15 percent on the first 10,000 pesos of 
net taxable assets to 1.5 percent on net 


(Continued on Page 19) 











German Industry Show, Berlin. 
International Nautical Exhibition, 


...International Cotton and Rayon 


Exhibition, Busto Arsizio. 
International Trade. Fair & Ex- 


.._International Technical Exhibition, 


.. International Automobile, Cycle & 


Sports Exhibition, Paris. 


. International Trade Fair, Lugano. 


Canada All Electrical 


Shoe and Leather Fair, London. 
National Hardware Show, New 


Swiss Fair for Agricultural and 


Dairy Production, St. Gall. 


International Exposition of Tex- 
tile Machinery & Accessories, 


1953 Dates 
Sept. 26-Oct. 10....Germany...............-. 
Sept. 26-Oct. 11... .France.......ccccscssseeseses 
Paris. 
Sept. 26-Oct. 11'..Itally........... 
Sept. 26-Oct. 12... Franceé.......cccccccssesse- 
hibition, Metz. 
Sept. 29-Oct. 111.. Germany... Berlin Industries Fair. 
Bept. 30-Oct. 11....Italy........c.ccccccecsseees 
Turin. 
Be 8 Dc. cocccansoee: BT PAMNCOsccccetagisoenee 
eS | ee Switzerland............ 
Oct. 5-84... .cccccoces-s CANAGA........:ccceceeee-s AStern 
Show. Montreal. 
I Disa cccdececctes OMG IAIG, «0 .scessccscrereee 
Oct. 5-9......ccc-... United States.......... 
York. 
Oct. 8-18..........-......Switzerland............. 
Oct. 14-24... cece: Win Gland, ...-csecvessesone: 
Manchester, 
April 6, 1953 


1953 Dates 

Oct. 17-Nov. 12..... TUMISIA.........cc0000000 International Fair, Tunis. 

Oct. 19-23............... United States.......... etioee? Metal Exposition, Cleve- 
and, 0. ; 

Oct. MBE uk Exngland.....cscccsseereee- International Motor Exhibition, 
London. 

Oct, 81-Nov. 16.....France.....csessecseneese: 2. ae Gastronomic Fair, 

jon. 
 B-Bo.cccccsseeee United States.........-. Women's International Exposition 

hi ms A of Arts and Industry, New York. 

Nov. 9-12........cccssee United States..........All Industry Refrigeration and Air 
Conditioning Exposition, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

Nov. 14-21... En gland.....cccvscereerses International Cycle & Motorcycle 
how, London. 

Nov. 18-Dec. 2...... Emgland.......cscssseee 3 78 Trades Exhibition, Lon- 

¢ n. 


Nov. 28-Dec. 8'....._Italy International Bicycle and Motor- 
, cycle Exhibition, Milan. 
Dee, 7-11...........0000. England....,........ss0: International Agricultural Machin- 


ery Exposition, London, 








1 New listings or corrections. 
® Exact dates not yet available, 














TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 





Ecuadoran Railroads 
To Be Reorganized 


A thorough and immediate reorganiza- 
tion of the State-owned railroad system 
in Ecuador is needed to avoid progres- 
sive deterioration of its economic situ- 
ation and of the services rendered, the 
president of the railroads pointed out in 
a meeting with members of the Ecua- 
doran Cabinet on March 6. 


Surveying the present critical finan- 
cial situation of the enterprise, he 
stated that total receipts of the enter- 
prise are hardly sufficient to cover its 
most vital necessities. He indicated that 
the debt of the railroads to the Social 
Security Fund alone now exceeds 20,- 
000,000 sucres and that payments have 
not been made for the period beginning 
in January 1953. He asserted that on a 
recent personal survey of the Southern 
Lines (Ferrocarril del Sur) he had 
found an absolute lack of repair parts 
and maintenance materials. 


He attributed the situation to the fol- 
lowing causes: Heavy daily losses in the 
transportation of gasoline; continuing 
losses in the maintenance of the Guaya- 
quil-Salinas and El Oro lines; daily 
losses in the transportation of passen- 
gers; and lack of administrative or- 


ganization providing efficient control of 


services and expenses. 

Estimating the average daily quantity 
of gasoline transported at 50,000 gallons, 
for which the railroads collect freight 
charges of 0.52 sucres a gallon, the 
president stated that the railroads lose 
25,000 sucres daily on this item alone, or 
an annual loss of 9,000,000 sucres. 


Impressed by the declarations of the 
railroad president, the Cabinet decided 
to proceed with the immediate reor- 
ganization of the railroads and to that 
end it has requested the cooperation of 
the president and ex-presiderit of the 
railroads. The president’s recommenda- 
tions include the following: 

@ Modernization of locomotive equip- 
ment, and perhaps acquisition of three 
diesel engines. 

® Acquisition of at least 50 new rail- 
road cars, because of the high cost of 
operation and repair of the present 
antiquated rolling stock. 

@ Acquisition of repair parts, rails, 
and other maintenance materials in the 
United States. 

@ Reballasting of the roadbeds with 
crushed rock to provide greater stability 
and durability and to reduce roadbed 
maintenance costs, which now amount to 
around 10,000,000 sucres yearly. A rock 
crusher and power shovel would be 
needed to implement this project. 

@ Greater use of welded joints on the 
tracks whereby the rails and rolling 
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stock would last longer because better 
joints would reduce wear and tear. 
The president noted, in this connec- 


tion, that an expert train dispatcher has ~ 


been requested under the United States 


technical cooperative program to in- 
crease efficiency of operations and to 
instruct Ecuadoran personnel in that 
field. It has been estimated that ap- 
proximately 1,000,000 sucres yearly are 
now lost because of fuel wasted while 
engines are halted unnecessarily. 





Nicaraguan Shipping 
Services Improved 


The Mamenic Line, Merchant Marine 
of Nicaragua, began operating between 
Corinto and San Juan del Sur, and New 
York and New Orleans in February. 
Four ships now connect the United 
States east coast with the Nicaraguan 
west coast. 


In addition, the Isbrandtsen Line has 
established a service between United 
States and Nicaraguan west coast ports. 


Plans were made throughout 1952 to 
accommodate Nicaragua’s increasing 
foreign trade, which has put a severe 
strain on existing port facilties, Corinto 
being the only important port. 

Inadequacy of port and railroad fa- 
cilities at Corinto gave rise to the in- 
creasing importance of San Juan del 
Sur as a major port. With the expected 
completion of the all-weather road from 
Rivas to San Juan del Sur, connecting 
with the Inter-American Highway, it 
appears possible that San Juan del Sur 
may rival Corinto as the major west- 
coast port, depending on development 
of facilities at each port. 





Contract Signed for New 


Venezuelan Phone System 


The Venezuelan Government has 
signed a contract with the German firm 
Siemens Halske, A.G., and the Swiss 
firm Albiswerk Zurich, A.G., for in- 
Stallation of 60,000 telephone lines in 
Caracas, and another 25,000 lines in 
eight other cities. 

The 126,535,500-bolivar contract for 
the new installations calls for work to 
begin immediately in Caracas and for 


the entire project to be completed with- 
in 3 years. 


This project provides for establish- 
ment of a telephone system independent 
of the existing C.A. Nacional de Tele- 
fonos, whose majority stock is British- 
owned. However, negotiations are under 
way toward Government purchase of 
these holdings, and if the existing com- 
pany is acquired the old and the new 
installations will be incorporated into 
one system. 
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Costa Rican Railroad 
Transport Volume Up 


Costa Rican railroads, benefiting from 
expanded foreign and domestic trade 
activities, in 1952 carried one of their 
largest freight volumes in history. 

The Northern Railway Co., the coun- 
try’s largest railway, had a traffic of 
18 million freight-ton miles and 16 
million passenger miles, in contrast to 
13 million and 14.5 million, respectively, 
in 1951. Data for 1952 on the other 
lines have not yet been received. 


Northern Railway Co., registered a 
small profit in 1952, the first operation 
in the black for several decades. The 
company was favored during the year 
by the increased freight volume, by 
higher tariffs instituted in June 1951, 
and by the fact that line damage and 
interruption from landslides and wash- 
outs was considerably below normal. 


The State-owned Pacific Electric 
Railway Co. also reported a small op- 
erating profit, but because of new 
equipment purchases actual expendi- 
tures exceeded revenues by 3 million 
colones. The Cia. Bananera lines, al- 
though open for public service, engaged 
essentially in the transport of ma- 
terials for, and produce from, the com- 
pany’s plantations in the Golfito and 
Quepos regions, and underwent no sig- 
nificant changes during the year. 

Both the Northern Railway Co. and 
the Pacific Electric Railway Co. were 
in need of new equipment. Financial 
limitations restricted the first company 
to almost negligible purchases, but the 
latter, assisted by special budget ap- 
propriations, was able to embark on 
a program of improvement of its fa- 


. Cilities. The new equipment, however, 


had not been delivered by the end 
of the year. 


Both lines were handicapped by 
periodic car shortages during times of 
heavy freight offerings. The shortage 
for the Northern Railway Co. arose 
essentially because a disproportionate 
number of cars were tied up in customs 
warehouses where congestion hampered 
quick and efficient movement of goods. 
The Pacific Railway Co., serving the 
port of Puntarenas, where the custom 
house has more adequate facilities for 
cargo, suffered only minor difficulties 
with customs delays. Nevertheless, the 
increased freight traffic during the 
year put a strain on the company’s 
limited car capacity. New cars on order 
were expected to improve the situation 
in 1953. 





Ship chartering is reported by three 
brokerage firms to be continuing as a 
seller’s market with shipowners naming 
their own prices to shippers, but the 
situation is expected to reverse within 
the next several months. 
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Two 28,000-ton British passenger 
liners, the Orient of the Orient Line 
and the Arcadia of the Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam Navigation Co., will be 
launched in Great Britain on May 14, 
according to reports. 


The Orient is ndéw nearing completion 
at the Vickers Armstrong yard at Bar- 
row in Furness, and the Arcadia is 
being prepared at the Clydebank yard 
of John Brown & Co. 


Both ships are to be placed on the 
United Kingdom-Australia run, 





Adaptation of channel depths of the 
nation’s seaports to the increasing 
sizes of bulk cargo ships, such as oil 
tankers and ore carriers, is emphasized 
in a report made by the National 
Committee of the United States. 

The report will be submitted to the 
executive committee of the Permanent 
International Association of Navigation 
Congresses in Brussels to be incorpo- 
rated with similar reports from other 
nations in a study of conditions of 
channels in the world’s ports. 





The Far East Conference has been 
ordered by the Federal Maritime Board 
to admit Intercontinental Marine Lines 
to its membership. 

The conference had sought to bar 
the line from membership on the 
grounds that it was a newly organized 
Panamanian firm with no experience 
in the trade, that its financial re- 
sources were limited, that it was plan- 
ning to operate only with chartered 
vessels, and that three of its stock- 
holders were contract shippers with 
the conference. 

FMB ruled that’ the ~- conference 
agreement did not set forth qualifica- 


_tions for membership that would bar 


Intercontinental on any of the grounds 
cited. 





The French Minister of Public 


and Tourism 
has confirmed rumors that France will 
have a new liner ready for the French 
Line’s trans-Atlantic trade in 4 years. 
The keel of the ship is expected to 
be laid in 2 years. 

Architects are still working out de- 
tails of the vessel. Present discussions 
indicate that the ship will gross be- 
tween 50,000 and 60,000 tons and have 
a speed of 26 to 28 knots. 





The Mitsui Steamship Co., Ltd., of 
Tokyo, Japan’s largest shipping com- 
pany, has reported that it will start in 
May monthly trans-Atlantic cargo serv- 
ices from New York as part of an east- 
bound round-the-world freight run. 


April 6, 1953 


Freighter Tohoro Launched 
At Netherlands Shipyard 


The motor freighter Tohoro has been 
launched at the shipyard De Noord in 
Alblasserdam, Netherlands. Built for La 


Compagnie de Transports Oceaniques, 
this vessel is the third ship of a series 
which the shipyard is building for 
France. 


The Tohoro is of 7,330 deadweight 
tons and of approximately 4,020 gross 
register tons. Capacity of holds is 
439,684 cubic feet of bale space and 482,- 
100 cubic feet of grain space. The ship 
will be equipped with deep tanks for 
edible oils, water ballast, or general 
cargo; 2 refrigerating holds with 2 com- 
pressors each of 30 hp.; 14 derricks of 
5 tons each, 2 of 10 tons, 1 of 20 tons, 
and 1 of 40 tons. 





Coils Freight-Rate 
Increase Now in Effect 


A general freight-rate increase of 7 
percent and an increase of 10 to 20 cents 
a ton on coal and coke was granted to 
Canadian railways by the Board of 
Transport Commissioners on March 6, 
effective March 16. 

The cumulative total of freight rate 
increases granted since World War II 
is now 98 percent. 

As is customary in these decisions, 
certain classes of traffic were exempted 
from the increase. These included ex- 
port-import rates, joint Canadian and 
U. S. international rates (except east- 
ward coke), grain rates from the Prairie 
Provinces, grain rates from western 
points to the Lakehead, international 
intransit traffic, and demurrage charges. 





Direct Helsinki-Leningrad 
Rail Service in Operation 


Direct rail service between Helsinki 
and Leningrad began on January 1, 
with a through train in each direction 
every other day, pursuant to a Finnish- 
Soviet agreement signed in September 
1952. , 

The only rail connection between 
Finland and Russia prior to January 
1 was provided by the all-Russian Pork- 
kala-Leningrad train. Under the new 
schedule, this train will still haul in- 
ternational cars between the Finnish 
border and Leningrad, but Finnish lo- 
comotives will maintain service on that 
portion of the route within Finland. 





The converted American freighter 
Roma is scheduled to make seven round 
trips from New York to the Mediter- 
ranean this year, it has been announced. 

The vessel, with accommodations for 
88 first-class and 700 tourist-class pas- 
sengers, was built as a cargo vessel. She 
was converted into a passenger liner in 
Italy in 1951, 


TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 


Egypt Studies 10-Year 
Road-Building Plan 


The Egyptian Minister of Communi- 
cations is studying a 10-year compre- 
hensive road-improvement scheme de- 
veloped by the Roads Department 
covering important highways in Upper 
and Lower Egypt as well as the East- 
ern and Western deserts. 

Estimated cost of this program is 
£E30,000,000, excluding normal mainte- 
nance costs. Of this sum, it is estimated 
that 90 percent will represent the cost 
of local materials and labor, and only 
10 percent in foreign exchange will be 
necessary for the purchase of certain 
materials and equipment. 

Plans for financing this road-develop- 
ment program include a proposal where- 
by the price of gasoline would be in- 
creased by 1 piaster ($0.028) a gallon 
resulting in a yearly income of £E1,000,- 
000, and 20 percent of the import duties 
on items directly related to roads, such 
as vehicles, gasoline, and spare parts, 
amounting to £E2,000,000 a year would 
be transferred to the Roads Depart- 
ment. This would provide £E3,000,000 
each year for the 10-year period neces- 
sary to accomplish the program. Ap- 
proval of any such method of financing 
rests with the Ministry of Finance. 


Some of the prospective road develop- 
ments include a divided four-lane high- 
way in place of the present Cairo- 
Alexandria desert route; main Delta 
arterial routes between Cairo and 
Alexandria and Cairo and Port Said 
to be 12 meters wide; and paving of 
an Upper Egypt highway from Cairo 
to Aswan. Roads in the Red Sea area 
would be. improved, as well as com- 
munications with the various oases. 





Spain Makes Rapid Strides 
As Exporter of Ships 


Spain, which until a few years ago 
purchased vessels abroad for its mer- 
chant and naval fleets, is rapidly be- 
coming an important exporter of ships. 

Several new vessels built in the 


‘Spanish shipyards of the Empresa Na- 


cional Elcano in San Fernando (Cadiz) 

have been launched. One, a 4,618-ton 

ship built for the Cia. Chilena de 

Navegacion Interoceanica, has been 

named “Ancud” by the Chilean owners. 

A training ship for the Chilean Navy 

is under contruction in the Cadiz ship-_ 
yards. 

Also launched were the Guadalhorce, 
first of five minesweepers to be built 
for the Spanish Navy, and a Rapid 
LT-30 vessel. 

Work on the. Elcano shipyard in 
Seville is showing progress. 
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Work Progressing on Magdalena Railway 


Construction of the second section 
of Colombia’s Magdalena Railroad, 
which will extend from a point 4 kilo- 
meters southwest of Puerto Berrio to 
Nare, was inaugurated on February 28. 

The Puerto Berrio-Nare section of the 
Magdalena Railroad will be constructed 
by a Colombian firm, and will connect 
at Nare with the 87-kilometer section 
between La Dorada and Nare begun on 
January 17. 

Work will be concentrated on the 
40-kilometer section of the railroad be- 
tween Puerto Berrio and Nare for the 
néxt 18 months, after which construc- 
tion will begin on a 98-kilometer sec- 
tion between Puerto Berrio and Barran- 


cabermeja. The La Dorada-Nare and 
Nare-Puerto Berrio sections are ex- 
pected to be completed within 18 
months, thus joining at Puerto Berrio 
the eastern and western rail networks 
of thé country. 

Upon completion of the railroad, 
Bogota will be accessible by rail from 
Buenaventura instead of by the present 
highway-rail combination. Also, the rail- 


road will make it possible for Barran- © 


quilla to serve as a year-round port 
for Bogota, thus eliminating periodic 
congestion at Buenaventura during the 
dry seasons. 

(For earlier data on construction of 
the Magdalena Railroad, see Foreign 
Commerce Weekly of Feb. 23, p. 24.) 


Sud-Pacifico de Mexico 
Railway Rehabilitated 


The Sud-Pacifico de Mexico Railway 
reports that it is carrying forward its 
program of rehabilitation under the 
$5,000,000 loan granted by the Export- 
Import Bank. 

Ties are being replaced in southern 
Sonora, and, for the first time, stedl 
tie-plates are being mounted on the 
road, Other immediata work is the re- 
pair of the roadbed damaged by recent 
heavy rains in northern Sinaloa. Pull- 
man car service on this line, from 
Nogales to Guadalajara, was discon- 
tinued on March 2, 1953. 
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Controls on Trade 
(Continued from Page 6) 


Italy Changes License 
Application Procedure 


The procedure for applying for 
Italian import and export licenses was 
changed on February 16, the Italian 
Ministry for Foreign Trade has an- 
nounced. 

An applicant must now: 

@ Pay an application fee. 

@ Present a certified receipt covering 
his most recent income tax payment. 

@ Account for the use made of the 
three most recent licenses issued him. 

@ Present license requests on the ap- 
proved Government form, to which must 
be attached all expired licenses which 
have not been utilized. Extensive de- 
tails of the firm’s organization, activ- 
ity, and income must be provided on 
the form. 

Normally, new firms which have not 
previously dealt in foreign trade are 
not now permitted to start in this type 
of business. Exceptions are made only 
after proper justifications. 

. Firms interested in purchasing goods 
of Italian origin are reminded that 
Italian suppliers are required to ob- 
tain export permits for many items, in- 
cluding most raw materials, most metal- 
working and chemical products, and 
numerous agricultural products.—Infor- 
mazioni per il Commercio Estero, Feb. 
5, 1953. 


Netherlands Hotels Licensed 
To Accept Foreign Exchange 


The Netherlands Bank has estab- 
lished a general license for Netherlands 
hotels in the category “catering trades” 
which permits them to accept at their 
own risk “in urgent cases” foreign 
currencies and travelers checks from 
nonresident travelers in exchange for 
guilders. A voucher must be issued 
covering each transaction. 

Foreign currency may be exchanged 
without restriction if issued in the 





traveler’s country of residence. . Ex- 
change of other currency offered by a 
nonresident is limited to 50 guilders 
(1 guilder=$0.263); this limitation, 
however, does not apply to the cur- 
rencies of the other Benelux countries, 
the United States, Canada, and Switzer- 
land. 

Travelers checks made out in a 
foreign currency or drawn in guilders 
to the charge of a bilateral clearing 
account may be cashed without re- 
strictions. 

This permission is granted hotels as 
an aid to the tourist trade and is in 
line with the Netherlands efforts to 
relax foreign exchange controls, 


BRAZIL 


Pharmacal Products License Free 


Brazil has exempted additional medi- 
cinal and pharmaceutical products from 
the requirement of a prior import 
license, by a notice published in the 
Diario Oficial of March 3, 1953. 

The items are: Vaginal and mediatric 
antibiotics, crystalline penicillin “G” 
(Evans), distaquaine in _ suspension, 
strengthened distaquaine, distaquaine G, 
streptomycin sulfate, dihydrostreptomy- 
cin sulfate, tetanus antitoxin (Evans), 
and tetanus toxin (Evans). 

(A list entitled “Brazil—Pharmaceuti- 
,cal Products Exempt From Import Li- 
cense” was published as a Department 
of Commerce Business Information 
Service pamphlet dated Aug. 1, 1950.) 


CHILE 
French Fertilizer Duty Free 


Chile will continue for another year, 
dating from November 28, 1952, to ex- 
empt from basic import duties potassic 
fertilizers of French origin to a total of 
6,000 metric tons. The fertilizer must 
not contain more than 98 percent of 
potassium chloride. 

Duty-free treatment of French po- 
tassic fertilizers has been in effect for 
some time by agreement between Chile 








and France. The latest exchange of 
notes extending the agreement was re- 
ported in the Chilean Diario Oficial of 
February 17, 1953. 

(The former extension was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, Mar. 10, 
1952, p. 18.) 


COLOMBIA 


Enters Some Paper Products 


The following paper products have 
been removed from the Colombian list 
of prohibited imports, by decree No. 
406 of February 18, published in the 
Diario Oficial of March 4: 

Tariff item No. Ex429, Paper envelopes for 
payment of wages or salaries. joined in con- 
tinous form to a band of paper with lateral 
perforations and printed with corresponding 


code markings which fit each envelope, in- 
tended for use in tabulating machines. 





FRANCE 
Duties Suspended for Dyes 


French import duties on certain 
organic dyes, tariff items ex 591 and 
ex 592, have been suspended until De- 
cember 31, by an order of February 
27 published in the Journal Officiel and 
effective March 1. 

Products benefiting by the suspension 
are listed under trade names rather ° 
than generic terms, but the order 
specifies that the suspension applies 
to all homogeneous organic dyes whose 
chemical composition is identical with 
that of the products listed. 


GERMANY, FED. REPUBLIC 
Tax on Sparkling Wine Reduced 


The West German excise tax on 
imported and domestic sparkling wine 
and similar beverages put into effect 
on November 1, 1952, and announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, of De- 
cember 22, 1952, page 8, constitutes a 
reduction from the previous tax of 
3 deutschemarks a bottle, rather than 
the introduction of a new excise tax. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Tariff on Scissors and 
Nippers Under Inquiry 


The Tariff Commission has instituted 
an investigation to determine whether 
the reductions in the U. S. import duties 
under the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade on manicure and pedicure 
nippers and parts thereof, and on scis- 
sors and shears and blades therefor, 
are causing or threatening serious in- 
jury to the domestic industry producing 
like or directly competitive products. 


Pruning shears, sheep shears, and 
surgical or dental scissors or shears are 
not included among the items under 
inquiry. 

The investigation, announced by the 
Tariff Commission on March 27, is being 
made under the “escape clause” of the 
Trade Agreements Extension Act of 
1951, upon the application of the Shears, 
Scissors & Manicure Instruments Manu- 
facturers Association. 





Colombia Makes Changes 


(Continued from Page 15) 


taxable assets in excess of 1,000,000 
pesos. 

e Excess profits tax rates range from 
18% percent on the first 3 percent of 
excess profits (profits ranging between 
12 percent and 15 percent of patrimony) 
to 51% percent on net profits in excess 
of 50 percent of patrimony. 


Preparation of income tax returns is 
substantially simplified, and a number 
of changes are made in allowable deduc- 
tions, for example, bad debts, deprecia- 
tion, and depletion. Certain nonincome- 
producing assets are also exempted from 
the patrimony tax. 

Nonresidents who engage in commer- 
cial, industrial, or professional activities 
in Colombia must declare any resultant 
income for tax purposes and pay the 
required tax before they may obtain 
the necessary exit permit. Changes are 
also made as to time for tax payments. 

(Further information. on the two 
decrees may be obtained from the 
American Republics Division, Office of 
International Trade, Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


* (The recent changes should be corre- 
lated with the Department of Commerce 
publication “Establishing a Business in 
Colombia,” International Reference 
Service, vol. 5, No. 125, December 1948.) 





The North Atlantic Continental 
Freight Conference and the North At- 
lantic, French Atlantic Freight Confer- 
ence have advised shippers that inas- 
much as no decision has yet been issued 


_by the Federal Maritime Board on their 


proposals to institute a dual-rate sys- 
tem the present 10 percent discount on 
freight rates will continue in effect un- 
til April 30, 


April 6, 1953 


Marine MRO Supplies 
Order Eased by NPA 


Easier procurement of maintenance, 
repair, and operating supplies for for- 
eign and Canadian flag merchant vessels 
at United States ports has been author- 
ized by the National Production Au- 
thority, Department of Commerce, in 
amending Order M-70. ede 

The amended order provides that, 
during the second quarter, owners and 
agents of foreign and Canadian flag 
vessels may, within limits, self-certify 
for MRO supplies and ‘minor capital 
additions. 

The self-certification privilege extends 
only to a dollar value not exceeding the 
quarterly average of MRO supplies 
authorized the operator by NPA during 
1952. In cases where this quarterly base 


is not sufficient, the operator’ may re- 
quest an exception from NPA. 


Formerly, foreign flag vessels enter- 
ing into commerce with the United 
States were required to make quarterly 
written application in advance on Form 
NPAF-104 for permission to use the 
MRO rating symbol DO-R-9 and allot- 
ment symbol R-9. 


In announcing the amended M-70, 
NPA officials observed that MRO sup- 
plies for marine maintenance have 
improved materially over the past few 
months. Amending the order will elim- 
inate a large amount of the paper work 
now required of both foreign ship 
operators and NPA, 
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Export Quota Set for 
Copper Sulfate © - 


The second-quarter export quota for 
copper sulfate produced from copper of 
either domestic—or foreign origin has 


been set at 15,000,000 pounds, the Office 
of International Trade has announced, 


This amount is 10,000,000 pounds less 
than the first-quarter quota, and 3,000,- 
000 pounds less than the quota for the 
second quarter of 1952. The reduction 
was caused by an anticipated heavy 
seasonal domestic demand for the prod- 
uct for agricultural purposes and the 
fact that production in the third and 


fourth quarters of 1952 was less than 
expected. 

Information available at the time the 
quota was established indicated that 
production in the January-June 1953 
period would not be sufficient to meet 
both domestic requirements and a level 
of exports higher than 15,000,000 pounds. 
However, if production is greater or 
domestic use smaller than was then ex- 
pected, consideration may be given to 
establishing a supplementary second- 
quarter quota. 

Production in January and February, 
as reported by the Bureau of Mines, De- 
partment of the Interior, amounted to 
6,080 and 6,368 short tons, respectively. 
These figures compare with an average 
monthly production of 7,878 short tons 
during 1952. : 

The quota covers all copper sulfate, 
whether classified under Schedule B No. 
820100 (copper sulfate or blue vitriol) 
or No. 839900 (copper sulfate including 
basic and tribasic copper sulfate). 





Export Quota Set for 


An export quota of 45,300 short tons 
of iron and steel scrap a quarter has 
been established for the second , and 


third quarters of 1953, the Office of 
International Trade has announced. Of 
this amount, 38,950 short tons are steel- 
making scrap, 3,250 short tons are cop- 
per precipitation scrap, and 3,100 short 
tons are scrap for lead smelting. 


The scrap exported under this quota 
is shipped to Mexico to meet minimum 
operating needs of steel mills and min- 
ing operations which are traditionally 
dependent upon the United States for 
scrap, ( 

The 45,300 short tons compares with 
the quota of 49,579 short tons set for 
the first quarter and reflects a continu- 
ing domestic scarcity of iron and steel 
scrap. Ferrous-scrap supplies must be 
safeguarded because of the vital role 
scrap plays in making the new steel re- 
quired for defense, 


Iron and Steel Scrap 


The policy of considering applications 
to export so-called distress iron and 
steel scrap outside the regular quota 
is being discontinued. This involved 
certification by the National Production 
Authority that the scrap could not be 
sold in the United States at a reason- 
able price and that it was resulting in 
a severe financial hardship to the 
holder. It will therefore be necessary 
to return without action applications 
for which quota is not available. How- 
ever, applications may continue to 
utilize the established appeals procedure 
where they think the situation warrants 
it. (This procedure is set forth in Part 
383 of the Comprehensive Export 
Schedule.) 

Steel-making scrap is classified under 
Schedule B Nos. 601010, 601040, 601050, 
601,070, 601090 and 601150; copper pre- 
cipitation scrap under 601,090; and 
scrap for lead smelting under 601040. 
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Cobalt, Nickel Export 
Quotas Established 


Second-quarter 1953 export quotas for 
cobalt and nickel have been announced 
by the Office of International Trade. 

For cobalt, a quota of 7,000 pounds 
(cobalt content) was established for 
welding rods and wires (Schedule B No. 
619039); 1,800 pounds for dental alloys 
(664526); and a total of 2,600 pounds for 
cobalt reagents for laboratory use, salts 
of organic compounds including cobalt 
tellate, salts and compounds except 
chemical pigments, and cobalt-contain- 
ing paint and varnish driers (829970, 
839750, 839900,—and 843600). These 
quantities are the same as the first- 
quarter quotas. 

In addition, a 1,000-pound quota has 
been made available for fuel additives 
(829990) which are made from waste or 
scrap materials not suitable for metal- 
lurgical use. This is the same as the 
amount established as a first-quarter 
supplemental quota. 

The filing period for licenses to export 
cobalt dental alloys is March 30 through 
April 13. Applications for licenses to 
export other cobalt commodities may be 
filed at any time. 


Quota Set for 6 Nickel Categories 


For nickel, 
totaling 144,000 pounds (nickel content), 
_ the same quantity as the first-quarter 
quota, has been established -for six 
categories: 


@ Bars, rods, sheets, strips and other 
crude forms except ingots, pigs, grains, 
rondelles, cubes, pellets, rolled and cast 
anodes, shot and electrolytic nickel, and 
spent nickel catalyst and scrap (654503). 


@ Alloy metals in bars, rods, sheets, 
strips, and other crude forms except 
nickel-bearing stainless steel and scrap 
(654507). 


_  @ Nickel and nickel alloy semifabri- 
cated forms including pipes, tubes, rib- 
bons and wire except nickel-chrome 


a second-quarter quota ’ 


electric resistance wire (654519). 
@ Thermo bimetal, thermometal and 
thermostatic metal (664998). 


@ Nickel and nickel alloy powder ex- 
cept pure nickel powder (619159). 

@ Other nickel manufactures except 
nickel catalyst (619950). 

In addition, quotas of 20,000 pounds 
(nickel content) have been established 
for new nickel catalyst, including nickel 
aluminum types (619950); 20,000 pounds 
for nickel-chrome electric resistance 
tent for cast iron welding (619039); 
and 709885); 30,000 pounds for nickel 
and ‘nickel alloy welding rods and elec- 
trodes, not over 60 percent nickel con- 
tent for cast iron welding (619039); 
and a total of 20,000 pounds for reagent 
grade nickel chemicals, nickel salts of 
organic compounds, and other nickel 
salts and compounds (829970, 839750, 
and 839900). 

Also, a quota of 1,130,000 pounds has 
been established for monel metal or 
nickel products which are processed in 
the United States for the account of the 
United Kingdom under the Interna- 
tional Materials Conference distribution 
pattern. These materials, classified 
under Nos. 654503, 654507, 654519, and 
619039, are not part of the U. S. supply. 
In the first quarter, the quota for these 
materials was 970,000 pounds. 
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tRegulations Eased on 


Exports of Selenium 


Applicants for licenses to export se- 
lenium need no longer submit form 
NPAF-146 with their export license ap- 
plications, the Office of International 
Trade has announced. 

This action follows the revocation, on 
February 25, of the National Produc- 
tion Authority’s Order No. M-91 and 
Amendment 1, which provided for the 
submission on form NPAF-146 of appli- 
cations to NPA for allocation authori- 
zations for deliveries of selenium. 

Exporters are reminded that the sec- 
ond-quarter filing period for license ap- 
plications to export selenium powder 
(Schedule B No. 619159) and selenium 
metal (664998) is March 23 through 
April 6. 





No Change Recommended for 
Import Duty on Wood Screws 


The Tariff Commission in its investi- 
gation with respect to wood screws of 
iron and steel found that these products 
were not being imported into the United 
States in such increased quantities as to 
cause or threaten serious injury to the 
domestic industry producing like or 
directly competitive products, 

The Commission therefore made no 
recomemndation to the President for 
the withdrawal or modification of the 
concession applicable to such screws 
under the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade. 

The investigation was conducted 
under the “escape clause” of the Trade 
Agreements Extension Act of 1951, and 
the report was released by the Com- 
mission on March 27, 





London still leads the world in sales 
of oceangoing vessels of all types, but 
New York has made inroads in recent 
years into the ship brokerage market 
and now handles the transfer of 100 
ships a year, or 15 percent of the world 
total, according to shipping industry ob- 
servers. 
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